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READER. 


1 E Author of this Diſcourſe 
having deſign d to remain 
unknown to the World, as appears 
ſufficiently from the following Epiſtle 
Dedicatory, I had not preſum d to 
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prefiz his Name to this ſecond Pub. 


lication of it: But that ſome, who 
pere acquainted with this, having 
told it to others, and the thing com- 
ing thus to be generally known, I 
thought I might venture to tell whoſe 


it #3 eſpecially ſecing the Author © 


: himſelf has been obliged now to 


own 


- r 


reren 


own it. This is all I thought fit 
to acquaint the Reader with, wiſb- 
ing he may receive that Advantage \ | 

and Satisf act ion in the | Peru al of ö * | 
EET . 3 4 & . 2 i 1 + 1 id, A "LAN 
this Piece, which I am perſwade Ip 
the Author intended in his making it A 
publick at firſt. Farewel, ";- 2 | 
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by whatever Name or Deſigna- 
tion diſtinguiſhed, 85 
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The Au T H o R wiſheth increſe 
of Grace and Ability, and fu r- 
ttuter Succeſs in the Miniſterial 
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very Reverend and Worthy Farliers and Brethren, - 1 
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Jen upon the reiterated An pre, —_—_—_— 


f Defire of Friends, Ihe 
my Conſent to the P uhlication | | 


den 


7e following Diſcourſe, I could not ad. 
it the Thoughts of Dedicating it e 
any particular Patron; as judging it a 
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more than time to leave contends T4 
k 75 among our ſelves, in which kin. 
vel or Faſhion, Religion makes the 

e or moſt decent appearance, iure dur a 
. . ted Endeauours are nom called for ( 
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DE; 0 be lays mow bifore you + for 


ai. 10 vet wy Oo 4 188 | ; 
It is no may N 7 e to 
Dag the- obſcure Name ef bim, who 
akes bold thus to addreſs you's for i, 

there be not force and energy enough in 
what's here di 33 to awaken Men 
70 & ſeriuus ſence of Danger and Duty, 

the knowledge of the —0 is neuer 
Abe ra ir. However, be begs Pardon 
here in the Dart, both for the Boldneſs 
-_ 9 of the Dedication,” and © 

| f ibe ſmall: Treatiſe 


both which, he can only ſay, for his 


caſe, that from the Apprehenfions he has 


of "the Church's aud Nations Danger in 
Fad reſent Criſis, he thought it his Duty . 
do what he could in the Caſe; tho he is _ 


25 l ehenfrve he may not bave ny 


ry rey in week as 8 . 


lil 
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The Epiſtle: Dedicatory. ; 


But what is defective here, may the 
Lord ſtir up others of greater Abilities 
to ſupply. And ob that this ſmall 
Eſſay may be ſo happy, as thus to occa- 


fiow others more vigorouſly to beſtir them 
felves, to ſtem the ſwelling and growing 


Tyde of the manifold Evils that threaten 
#s this Day with Ruine. | 

This, this, is the earneſt and humble 
Petition of the meaneſt of your Number, 
that you would reſolutely and vigorouſly 


oppoſe and reſiſt the preſent dreadful in- 


creaſe of Infidelity and Irreligion, with 
their concomitant Evils ; which ſeem to 
be the ſad and fatal Fore-runners of Mi- 


fery. Which Noble and Generous Under- 


taking, how difficult ſoever it may appear | 


to be, ought not to be reckoned by any in 


vain : for who knows, but that God is 
only waiting for ſuch an occaſion, to exert 
his Almighty Power further on our bebalf. 
However, it is ſure, that in doing thus 


| you ſhall not loſe your Reward whatever. 


happen; were it but this, that it will 


certainly be accompanied with inward Sa- 
ti faction and. Peace of Mind, and the 
* Light of God's Countenance made to ſhine 


pon you. 
N Nom 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
the Lord himſelf, with whom the 


2 of the Spirit is, incite and ſtir 


mall | you up to this important Undertaking, 


ccd. 


hem. 


direit and aſſiſt you in it, and make it 
ſucceſsful to the further lengthning out 
our Peace and Settlement. In all which 
reſpects, may the Bleſſings of Heaven ever 
attend and reward you, untill theſe happy 
Streams of Paradiſe aniting together in 
their fulneſs and conſummation, unite you 


' alſo with the Great and beſt Good, even 


the Beatifick Viſion and Fruition of God 


himſelf, for ever andever. Amen. 
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—— And what if the Sword contems even 


the Rod > Ut 8 bg no more, ſaith the 
Lord God. 


T is now a Four Years, 828 the 
firſt Dawning of the late happy Reuo- 
lation; which ſeemed ſo much the 

more auſpicious that it bear Date froma * _ 

Secoxd Fifth of November, and that in ano 

ther Eighty Eighth ; which hereby became 


on a double account, a Yearof Wonders. 
The Riſing of a Glorious and Bright Sus 
in the Weſt, where a little before One did 
Set in Blood, was ſuch an 3 725 . 
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The Rod, or the Sword. 


ſurprizing Reverſe to the then Scene and 


Conſtitution of Affairs, that it was no 
wonder, if the generality of thoſe who 
witht well to their Religion and Country, 
were traniported,and as it were ſwallowed 
up with the pleaſant Idea's of Affairs, 
which ſuch an alteraticn gave them : for 


little did Men, but a while before 1ma- 
gine, that fo radiant and illuſtrious a 


Morning would have follow'd ſo ey 
that bloody and ſtormy Sun ſet, which 
had been lookt upon by many, as a fad 
Prelude of worſe Things to follow. Tins was 
then the almoſt univerſal Frame and Di po- 
fition of Mens Minds : which, as it d:d 
awaken them to reflect on what was ei- 
ther new to them, or freſh in their Me- 
mories ; ſo it did too much lull afleep the 
rational Proſpect of what might hence 


have been expected to enſue. But the 


greateſt Evil that theſe Nations were then 
guilty of, was a too univerſal Forgetfulneſs 
of, and ingratitude to God, the Great and 
Firſt Cauſe of all thoſe Mercies ; who had 
appeared in all that Affair, as by an Arm 
ſtretch d forth from the Clouds, fo as to 
fulfil that word eminently in our caſe, 


 Zech: 4. 6. That not by might, nor by ſtreugth, but by 


his own ſpirit he had us ase By his Spi- 
rit, 


The Rod, er the Sword. 


rit, I ſay, whereby be neited und ſpirited 
ſome,. dejected and diſpicited others, and 


I Þ univerſally turned rhe Hearts of Men 


of all Ranis and Orders into a new Chan: 


nel, that the Vox Populi in this cas ſeem'd 


very remarkably o be Vox Dei: I ſay, 
notwithftanding ati theſe Things, our In- 
gratitude was 25 vinble as it was great, 
In attribating ro Man what was in the 


J ficſt place iii Work of the Almighty : 


which was iliowed with a too viſible re- 
liance on Human Policy, and an Arm of 
Fleth ; to the ſeeming abandoning of that 


1 kind Providence, wherein we had before 


ſo happily embarked. And from this fa- 
tal Step, m git a ſerious Obſervator have 
perccized, our Wheels begin to drive hea- 
vily, and our Bow fo oft to return em- 
pty : wh:ilt in the mean time our Exe- 
mies began to av aken out of their Amaze, 
and encourage themſelves again to attempt 
what for a while they ſeem'd to diſpair of, 
Then it was, that we faw the Sword drawn 
on both ſides, and with greater ardency 
than ever: which hath fill continued 
without Ceſſation, and without that Sac- 
ceſs againſt the Common Enemy, which, 
from the Confederacy of ſo many Piinces 
we had expected. Tis true indeed, and 


B 2 We 


"" 


a The Rod, or the Sword. 
we muſt grateſully acknowledge it to God's Nat ſom 
Praiſe, that the Groans of poor Ireland, ¶ and (ec 


and the Prayers put up on that account, | who d- 


| have at laſt been heard and mercifully an- ¶ 7ſrae! a 
0 ſwered. But yet our Diſtractions at Home, II bew 
1 and the Sound of the Trumpet, and the I der the 
1 Alarm of War from Abroad, are ſuch as & ordina 
4 may be ſufficient to awaken us to conſider ches 0 
= what the Lord ſpeaks to us at this time, I now et 
Mic. 6. 9. by all theſe things. The voice of the Lord Y whom 
þ | 7s yet crying to City aud Country; but who are tn 
= zs that man of wiſdom , that doth ſee God's under 
— 1 Name, or underſtand the Voice of his Di- Spirit 
1 ſpenſations, even of that Red which lies | thing 


ſtill upon us? which if we altogether con- it fre 
temn, I heartily wiſh, we may not be hand 
forced to hear the Sword, e're it be long. it. 
We are at preſent (if I miſtake not, I Day 
1 greatly) under very dark and intricate have 
1 Circumſtances : and in the mean time, Stat 
ral. 74.9. We ſee not our jigns, neither ſeems there to we 

z 4 e any among us, who knoweth how long. If of 
1a. 21 11. We call to the Watchmen, and ask, What pro 
e the night? who is there that can give us of | 
any diſtinct Anſwer. I know indeed, that the 
extraordinary Prophecy is ceaſed, and that ſuc 
therefore they may juſtly be ſuſpected, as tha 
being either Deceivers, or Deceived, who | anc 
pretend to it. And yet, that God may | w#/ 

1 Fre at 


The Rod, or the Sword, „ 
God's Hat ſometimes thus reveal Things hidden 

land, and ſecret, to ſome of his own Children, 

ount, Who dare ſo far limit the Holy One of 

Yan. ¶ Jſrael as to deny. But it is not this that 

me, YI bewail here, but ſomething that falls un- 

der the OBhſer vation of Chriſtians in a more 
ordinary way, with reſpect to the Chur- 

ches State and Criſis. Alas! where are 
now thoſe ſincere Fearers of God, with Plal.25.14. 
whom the ſecret of the Lord is? Or where 
are they to be found, that in this reſpect, 
A underſtand what that promiſed fruit of the Joh. 63. 
Spirit is, among? others, to have thereby 
things to come diſcovered 9 Nay , 10 far is 
it from this, that even when the Lord's 
hand is lifted up, we will not ſee nor regard 
it, And yet we want not [atimations this 
Day of what is like to fall out; at leaſt we 
have ſufficient Indications of our preſent 
State and Circumſtances ; from whence 
we may ſoberly, rationally infer, by way 
of Moral Prognoſtication, what is moſt 
3 probable to fall out, as the event and iſſue 
of thoſe things which are at this time on 
the Wheel. Tho, I confeſs, we ought in 
ſuch Inquiries, to ſtand upon our guard, 
that under the ſpecious deſign of a Rational 
and Chriſtian Pre-con/tderation of, and Pro- 
viſion for Future Things, we harbour not 
B 3 | 2 . = 


The Rod, or the Sword, 


Days 
a ſinful, anxious, and over- curious though: ¶ V ears 
fulneſß a bout, and ſcrutiny into thoſe TiunggYtio V 


which God ſees fit to veil from us, and e- (nge 


ſerves only to himſelf. And therefore all 
Poſitiveneſs and Dogmaticalneſs. as to Things 
ſo dark and debatable, as future Events are, 
is ſtudiouſly to be avoided on ſuch occa- 
ſions. Tho I may juſtly affirm it, that 
it is either weakneſs or a deſign, this way 
to get a Name in the World, that occa- 
ſions Men for the moſt part to be fo con- 
fident of their having drawn Prophetica! 
Truth out of its dack Receſſes, and of 
vending that way Humane Gloſſes for the 


Divine Oracies. 


For my on part, I am fo conſcious of 
my own inſufficiency, as to the making a a 
Judgment even of the more eaſie and ob- 
vious Indicatious and Criteria of our Cir- 


cumſtances this way, that I have long 


hung in ſuſpence in my own Mind, whe- 
ther I had beſt to adventure upon any Re- 
fefions of this nature: It ſeem'd to me, 


to be properly the Work of a Paul, rapt 
up to the Third Heavens in Viſions and 


Revelations ; or of a Fohn, who leans on 


his Maſter's Boſom, to have the Secret 
A ey of the Cloſer of Future Events, and to 
unriddle the lame to others: I thought 


— 9 „ on ERA. - - 
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The Rod, or the Sword. 
JDays ſhould ſpeak, and the multitude of 
MYears ſhould teach Wiſdom ; and that, 
tho God was not tyed to ſuch Methods, 
(hne even Joung Mea ſometimes may ſee 
ens, when Old Men do but dream 
Dreams ) yet who am I, that I ſhould 
pretend to any thing of this kind. 

Vet, on the other hand, I conſidered, 
that it was part of my Offce, as a Minitter, 
humbly to enquire into the meaning of 
Providences, that it was one of our Sa— 
viour's Charges againſt the Phariſees, That 
they neglected the obſervation of the ſigns 
of of the time; that there were peculiar Du- 
ties incumbent on Chriſtians, with reſpect 
to the preſent State of Affairs, which could 

not be known, and therefore not practi- 
ſed, unleſs after an impartial Enguiry into 
Things; that this Work of obſerving and 
Judging of preſent Diſpenſations, with re- 
ſpect to what may be inferred thence, was 
attended with Pleaſure as well as Pains, 
and was both commanded and commended 
to us in Scripture as a Duty; and that 
withal, it was one part of the Improve- 
ment of our Reaſon, which as it diſtin- 
guiſheth us from Bruits, in its being ca- 
pable to reflect back on things paſt, ſo it 
0 Was capacitated 70 /ook forward alſo to thoſe 
FF | : B 4 things, 
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things, which we may infer are likely to fall Nianly, ? 
out, from the concatenation of Cauſes and p be me 


Effects. Beſides, all which, the various Wight 
Occaſions which we had lately, by the Pat ies 
pious Order of our Superiours, for Faſt. pon us 
ing and Prayer, did ſupetadd another Ar. ſur pre 
gument for a ſerious enquiry into the Sins Micreaſe 
we were guilty of, and the nature and pf thoſe 
tendency of thoſe Providences which gave Won ott 
Birth to thoſe ſo/emn Opportunities. Ny pr 


And, as for the weakneſs | was conſcious reader 
of in my ſelf, and the miſtakes I might Murpol 
thereby be incident unto, in ſuch an u. eſies 
dertating, I was encouraged notwith- Rnvolv: 
ſtanding, to go on this way, from the feed u 
Senſe of Duty, in an humble Dependence Wot, t 

. on God; and the rather, becauſe 1 percei- ure a! 

: 1 ved, that moſt Men that had applied Wudgri 

ik themſelves to ſuch Studies, had either pe, if 


erred by building on miſtaten Grounds, or Wot (c 
been too poſitive in their Determinations of Þvhat 
particular Events: Whereas, I firmly re- Ppirit 


ſolved to guard againſt all occaſions, of Furel! 
being poſitive at all in ſuch things, or of {hoo 
taking Probabilities for Certainties, My WW 
Work and Deſign which I propoſed, was K 
therefore this only: That having confi- 
dered the preſent State of Affairs in theſe Vion 
Nations, not ſo much Politically as Chri- 
r 5 | ſtianly, 


5 The Red, or the Sword. 


be moſt rationally to be expected, we 
ight be brought to ſee and mind the 
Y the Duzzes which ſeem to be now incumbent 
Faſt. pon us, with reſpect to the contznuance of 
Ar. Pur preſent happy Settlement , the further 
Sins Greaſe of our Mercies, and the averting 
and Wt thoſe evils which we ſeem to have rea- 
gave Jon otherwiſe to fear. And in order to 
Pi proceeding in this Deſign with the 


tous Wreater ſecurity as well as perſpicuity, I 
ght Purpoſely reſolv'd to wave the dark Pro- 
Un- Bhs of Scripture, which I foreſaw would 
ith- Involve me in long Debates, and to pro- 


the ¶ feed upon more certain and eaſie Grounds : 
ce Wot, that 1 think there can be any fuch 


bei- ure and certain Foundation, for making a 


Judgment of future Events, as that would 


wr We, if rightly underſtood ; but that it is 
or Mot ſo certain or eaſie to attain to know 
of Fyhat is the real Sence and Deſign of the 


Ppirit of God in theſe. But however, 


re- 

of ſurely it is a Work by itſelf, which I 
of thoos d to pals by for the preſent ; as lea- 
y Wing it to the riper Fudgments of others, 
as fand my own more mature and further 
i. Thoughts, if I ſhall afterwards have occa- 


e Fon to bend my Studies that way. b 
„ ut 


zanly, and thence inferring what ſeems 
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ckion and Meaning of the Words. 


Chapters, even from Chap. 6. ſeem to be 


The Rod, or the Sword. 

But to return: The preceding Reaſon 
I fay, did ſo far move me, as that | was re Thapte 
ſolved to attempt ſomething of this ngÞrmer 
ture, at leaſt for my own ſatisfadt ionſo the 
which whilſt I was muſing on, and con frophe 


ſidering with my {elf what Portion of Scriſfbeſie. 
pture 1 thould lay down as a Foundation it 


gain, 7 


build my ſucceeding Enquiry upon, I Kno ere 
not what ſuzgeſtion recall'd to my MemorWre's 


this dark Expreſſion of a dark Propheiſ nnd te 
But ſure I am, that at my firſt reflectin Wb C 
upon it, I did but little apprehend ti ation 
Scope and Deſign of it, further than thao © 
from the words Rod and Sword, and thHThin; 
Scope of the Context, I did plainly ſee t haſſſth. 77 
the words were Comminatory of forme Jud of Z 
ment or other upon the People of che Few;Weoubt 
But upon a further ſearch, there ſcem'd 
ſomewhat defign'd in the words, Which 
thought might not be unuſetul to preſent day 0 
to the Conſideration of others, and which Hing 
therefore I ſhall proceed to enquire in A reck. 
to, when I have previouſly conſideret (2. 
the Scope of the Context, and the Conſtra the J 


As for the Context, tho the preceding 


but one continued Prophecy againſt the 
Jews, for their great Sins; yet ſince this and 
Chapter] mer 


„ 


Reaſond | The Rod, or the Sword. 
was reFhapter runs in a new ſtrain from the 
his n&ermer, I ſhall go no further back, than 
act ion o the firit Verie ; where we find the 
1d conFrophet, guts a new Commiſſion to Pro- 
of Scr@Þtefie, which is confirmed again and a- 
1tion Main, v. 8, and 18, and ſo runs on to v. 28, 
Iknohbbere the Prophet takes occaſion to di- 
Hemor reis on a new Subject. It were lon 
rophet nd tedious to ſcan the ſeveral Verſes of 
hi Chapter, and conſider every Obſer- 


9 


lect ind 


id th ation which might be drawn thence. 
in thy Hnd therefore I ſhall only obſerve thefe 
nd thHThings following in general: (1.) That 
ee thallth: 7ime of this Fropbecy was in the Reign 


Jof Zedekiah King ct Judah, who is no 
aoubt pointed at, v. 25, by the deſigna- 
tion of the profane Prince of Iſrael, whoſe 
day is ſaid to be come for from the very 
day of Zedekzah's breaking his Oath to the 
= King of Babylon, is Fudah's fatal Period 
Ireckoned, 2 Hing. 24. 20. Jer. 52. F. 
(2.) That the 04je& of this Prophecy, is 
the Land and People of the Fews ; which is 
more diſtinctiy propoſed as Threefo!d, v. 2. 
viz. Jeruſalem, the Metropolis, with the 
to bel} whole Country of Fudea, and tize Hol 

t the Places, themſelves alſo, i. e. th: Temple 
> this} and the Synagogues : All theſe were to 
apter] meet with a ſeverer ſtroke than they had 
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| Captivity and Slavery which are to fol. 


is not an ordinary Sword, but a Deſola-} 


The Rod, or is S ba b 


met with before under Fechonzah. (3 That hat rwe 
the Nature of this Prophecy is Commina- ready 
tory and Threatning, and that in a moſtYhnder 5 
ſevere manner. For, 1. The Calamity hat ui 
threatned is a cruel and bloody War, and Po tha 
OW, V 
low upon it. This is ſet forth by ther, Ge 
deſignation of the Sword, which is the HSW Ord 
great Inſtrument of War. But this Swordiſſevere 
poſſibl 
tons v 
were 

J which 


This 


tion of a ſingular nature: therefore it is} 
ſaid to be the Lord's Sword, v. 3, 5. as be. 
ing the Supreme Over-ruler of the Cala. 
mity ; and yet it is immediately appro- T 
priated to the King of Babylon, who was of thi 
to be God's Executioner therein, v. 19. Hof wh 
And as this Sword is ſaid to be furbi/hed, ſigh a 
that it may glitter and look terrible, and F thou 
fharpned, that it may make a ſore ſlaugh-MF we tk 
ter, v. 9, 10, IT, So the ſeverity there- when 
of is further declared, when we are told, us pr 
that it would cat off both the righteous ad all he 
the wicked, v. 3. and extend itſelf univer- ble, 

ſally pon all fleſh from South to North, v. 4. Preſe 
2. But as a farther Character of the Terri. ous « 
bleneſs of this Calamity, it is deſcribed with kno 
reſpect to the Kinds thereof, v. 14. to bea mit; 
Sword drawn the third time. For the un- in h 
derſtanding this, we are to remember, | Wit 

that 


The Rod, or the Sword. 


That two Swords, or deſolating Wars, had 
ready preceded to the Fews, viz. that 
nder Fehoiakim, 2 King. 24. I, 2. and 
nat under Jehoiachin, 2 King. 24. 10. 
Po that the Third Sword that was to fol- 
Mow, was that under Zedeſtiab, 2 King. 25. 
Jr, Sc. Now it is threatned, that this 
word ſhall be doubled, 2. e, be twice fo 
ſevere as the preceding Calamities, tho 
I poſſibly it may refer to the inteſtine Confu- 
ons which were among the Remnant that 
were left in the Land under Gedaliab; 
„ FJwhich we may ſee, Fer. 41. v. 2, 3, &c, 


ppro- This is the account which we have here 
Was of this terrible Calamity : at the thoughts 
- 19, Jof which, the Prophet himſelf is called to 
bed, ¶ ſigh and lament, v. 6. But if the fore- 

and F thought of it deſerved Tears, what may 
ugh- we think would be the: Frame of People 
here- hen it comes. This the Prophet gives 
told, us previouſly an account of, v. 7. That 
s and all hearts ſhall melt, and every hand be fee- 
ver- ble, &c. But more particularly, he re- 
v. 4. preſents to us the concern of the more ſer7- 
erri- ¶ ous and godly part of the Fews, in order to 
with know the intent and meaning of this Cala- 
bea mit y: who ſeem therefore to be brought 
5 = in here in our Text, ſaying or thinking 
ber, 


With themſelves, What if the Sword con- 
FD tem 


The Rod, or the Sword. 


temn the Rod ? And this leads me to con 
ſider the words themſelves. 

Now the plain Conſtruction of the wordiy 
(without giving you the troubie to heal 
every thing ſaid upon them by Comment 
zators ) ſeems clearly to point at theſc 
two things, as the Parts of the Perſe | 
The (1.) Whereof is ſet down by way of 
Reaſon, to what God had commanded tha 
Prophet to do in the preceding Verſe 
Which was to lament and howl, by reafonffi 
of the threatned Calamity. So that if wil 
joyn this Reaſon to the preceding Verſe 
unto which it properly belongs; the | 
words run clearly thus: Cry and how! ſor 
of man, for it ſhall be upon my People, 51 
ſmite therefore upon thy thigh |; becauſe it id 
a trial; i. e. eminently o, it is a tri! 
with a witneſs. Whence we may ob! 
ſerve, by the way, That it 5 very heco. 1. 
ming a Prophet to weep and lament, at thei 
25 rope of thoſe Calamitzes which he foreſee | | 

e coming on the World, even when, it* 


_ be, he may be ſent to publiſh the ſame | 
for ſurely it can be no pleaſant Meſſage to 
a Miniſter of God, to be ſent with fad and 
heavy Tydings of Judgment upon his 
Country; and God takes it well when he 
is ſuitably affected this way. The (2. Nn 


The Rod, or the Sword. 
the Verſe conſiſts of a Queſtion propoſed, 


ith an Anſwer returned theteunto. Who 
is that propoſes the Quz/tzon is not ex- 
eſſed, tho' we fee that the Anſwer re- 
ned unto it, is from God huntelt, But 
is a matter of no great moment, by 


O Con. 


word) 
0 heat 
mmen 


theſy 


, 1 . g | p 
erſe Fbom the Queſtion is propoſed, ſince it 
va OW plain, that its put up in the Name of 


ed the. Peopte, thoſe of them eſpecially that 


Verſe ; err moit ſeriouſly concerned this way: 
in \nd it ſeems to be inferred here of pur- 
7 14 oſe, that in the Anſwer ſomething might 


e ſugg e ſted, whereby God's Children 
igt be comforted, in the midſt of the 
udgments here threatned. 

I: is the Second part of the Verſe only. 
vhich T am to conſider; which, as being 


; the 
vl ſon 
, & c 


@ it if 
i trial 


y Obhall more diſtinctly handle. 
Seco The Queſtion will appear, when the 
at the eaning of the Words is opened up : 
reſeeMyhich I thall therefore conſider with what 
2 '2 >erſpicuity and brevity I can. 


ge to 
1 and 
n hus 
en he 
) Part 

of 


| And, I. We may obſerve, that the 


is ſupplied by our Interpreters to make up 
the Sence. And ſince the Que/?zon is rela- 


The Ground of my following Enquiry, 1 


tive to the Judgment of the Sword, threat: 
e 5 ne 


13 


word [ Sword} is not in the Original, but 


16 


cle [It] as relative to it. And thus th 


vation of Junius hold; who ſays, that it 
ought to be rendred [ Rod] here, becauſe 


ſence, yet the meaning will not differ A 


The Rod, or the Sword. 

ned in the former part of the Chapter, i 
may be appoſitively enough inſerted, thè 
T judge, it had been more proper notwith 
ſtanding, to have ſupplied the ſub-under 
ſtood relation, by the word [rial] whic 
goes immediately before, or by the parti 


Verſe would have run more ſmoothly 
For it is a trial: And what if it ¶ or, the 
trial] contemn even the Rod? But the mat. 
ter is not worth contending for: fince 
however we underſtand this, it leads uf 
equally to the conſideration of War and 
Deſolation, as imported therein. 


II. We may conſider alſo the mean. 
ing of the word [| Rod, which is vari 
ouſly taken vaw, being ſometimes ren. 
dered the rile, and ſometimes the 
Rod. The Septuagint takes it in the firſt 
ſence; but moſt Interpreters render it, derſi 
as our Verſion doth : I incline rather to; 
this later Opinion, eſpecially if the OZ/er-|f 


the word is Feminine quo in genere (lays 
he) vocem tribus apud Hebræos legere non 
meminimus. But if it be taken in the firſt 


much 
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pter, i 1 as We ſhall ſee immediately; 136 yet, +0 

ed, the I faid juſt now, I incline rather to the 

ot with Haterpretation given in our Verſion; e- 
-underMpecially ſince in the Tenth Verſe of this 

| whiciMame Chapter, the word is found alſo, 

e parti Wrhich- cannot well be otherwiſe: under- „ 
jus the vcr than by the Rod, to make Sence | © 
othly Where, by the way, that dark 


[ — (which Interpreters call Mira Ver- _—_ ; 
a). were, in my Opinion, better ren- ne 
dred thus : —— I is the Rod of my Son = 
ontemning every Tree. Where by the Rd BY 
F God's Son, we may either underſtand Y 

the Rod wherewith God corrected his Son 
Iſrael; or that it was the Rod of Chrift 


the Son of God, whereby he would pu- 


or, thi 
e mat. 

ſince 
2ads uf 
r and 


mean Nhe S. eby 
var niſh the Contemners of his Word. But 
ren. ¶ to return: However, we underſtand the 


the word, it is plain to me, that Afflictions 


e firſt are either plainly expreſſed, or * ENG un- 
0 here. 


er it, 15 

er to 

fer- W 0 III. Let 1 us 3 what. we are . 
lat it to underſtand by the word [Contemn}] here. 
cauſe It is certainly a figurative way of. ſpeaking . | 
(lays importing the greatneſs of the Calamit * —_ 
e non thr 1a; which {hou 1d. be ſuch, 28 to * a * 
fr | make all foregoing | Troubles. in à man ner 


fer 


fiighted,. eee, or forgatten.; as ex. 
nuch! 12 8 125 


ceed us 


7 
o * 
8 
” Vs. 
. \ 


2 


ceeding former Tribulations, as far as the 


And thus certainly it was, as to the Judg- 
ment and Captivity under Zedeliabh; 


f Caſtigat ions and Paternal Corrections + So 
that cho the Expreſſon'be active, yet the 


Thus, When we read, What if the Sword 
it, What if the Sword make the Rol cun- 
temned > But though this be here im- 
from the A»ſwer when we come to it: 


ing, That the thing enquired after, ſhall 


fo plain this way, that the Anſwer te- 
turned would certainly have been Aﬀir- 
mative, and not Negative 
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Blow of a Sword doth the Laſh of a Nod. 


which did exceed the Troubles under the 
former Kings, as far as the Sword exceeds 
the Rod, or deſtructive Fudgments exceed 


meaning is to be underſtood paſſively : 


contemn the Rod > we are to underſtandÞ8 


ported, yet it is certainly ſhort of the 
purport- of the Queſtion, as will appear 


For the Anſwer being Negative, import- 


not be : Hence it is plain, that the Eu- 
quiry is not barely this. Whether the Fudy- 
ment threatned would be very dreadful a- 
bove former Judgments For if this had 
been all, the preceding Threatnings are 


| | n f x 14 
„ 1 + £3 — 5 1 
1 
g * 
x 1 renn 


der ground; and Wha | 
W e 


1 | 
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I Rod, arthy S % 
elſe can this be, but a ſaſpicious aud fear 
Judgment might poſſibly be, totally is erg. 
dicate, cut off, and deſtroy the Church and 
Nation of the Jews. It was this which ; 
60 O did foreſee would natively ariſe 9 
in the Thoughts of Serious, Concerned, 
and Pub-lick-ſpiriced Men: and therefore 4 
it was this fore-ſeen Oljaction, which God 
was reſolved to anſwer, to the Comfort 
GG Rd © os 1 6 oh oy 
From all which, it will appear, that 
the Sexce of the Queſtion is this: What it 
this Trial or Sword, deſpiſe and cone 
to be eſteemed to be only a Rod or Cha -.— 


ſtiſement, but be indeed a Vindictive Fudg- 
ment, deſigaed totally to deſtroy this 
Church and People. As if God's Chil- 
dren ſhould ſay: Well. ſiuce we have not 
been reclaimed by more gentle. Methods, 
whilſt under the Rod of a diſpleaſed Fa- | 
ther, may we not juſtly now apprehend, that 
ble hu taff ly che Rod, and reſolves to . 
take ap the Sword, that ſo Juſtice and Ven-. 
geance may have its free courſe, to the e- 
tirpating ſuch a wicked Generation as we 

are : may not Gad thus laugh at our Ca- 
lamity, and bis: terrible Fudgments con- 
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7 
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2% be Rod, or the Sword. 
KNemedies. This is what I apprehend to 
be the true and native meaning of this 

And even the Septaagint itſelf, though 
it difler from me as to the meaning of the | 
word Shebet, yet agrees upon the matter 
itſelf : for thus that Verſion renders the 
Queſtion here, Ka 71 ei x, puAn anus ? 
Et quid fi etiam tribus repulſa fuerit ? 
And what if the Tribe be rejected? The 
meaning of which I take to be, as much 
as if it were ſaid: What if the 7ribe of 
Judah be caſt off alſo, as well as the other |} 
Tribes of Iſrael ? for ſurely, I cannot 
imagine, that their meaning ſhould only 
be, What if the Tribe ſnould be defeated, 
and get the worſt of it, and the Enemy 
prevail againſt them ? I ſay, this can ne- 
ver be rationally thought to be deſigned 
here, ſince it were a contradiction to the 
plain Hiſtory of the Siege, and Deſtru- 
ction of Jeruſalem by the Aſſyrjians; where- 
in we ſee, how far the Tribe of Judab was 
prevailed over. Therefore, as this can- 
not poſſibly be the thing ſo poſitively de- 
nied in the Anſwer,” ſo neither can it be 
the meaning. ot the Queſtion : and there- 
fore the Septuagint Verſion ſeems to un- 
derſtand the Queſtion to import, a fear 
„ | heh 


1 * 1 N 
16 
! . 5 


I” ma 7 
2 


Wenn 
p * 


J ro MN and ſuſpicion in the Mind of the Godly, 


this leſt God might intend by this threatned 


Judgment, to make an end of the 7ribe 
ugh ef Judah aud Benjamin, by rejecting it, in 
the the ſame manner as he had done the other 
Ten Tribes. So that we ſee, that whe- 
ther we underſtand by the word Sheber, 
the Tribe, or the Rod, we muſt of neceſ- 
ſity underſtand the ſum and ſubſtance of 
the Queſtion to be the fame that I pro- 
pag. 7 


o 


need not heſitate long, as to the mean- 


thing enquired after ; viz. That the Judg- 

ment feared, ſhall not be x hat many may 
J ef STM TA Lo Alt FINES. WIN 

fear it 18. . | x * | 


t 
: 


addition of two words z 
are neither in the Original, nor Septua- 
gint, the Hebrew being only , irh 82, 
and the Septuagint, it Lee, Which" 
plainly this, [7? {bal not be.] Upon why 
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And ſince we have thus arrived at the 
true Sence of the Queſtion propoſed, we 


ing of the Anſwer, Which is returned 
thereunto: for this is nothing elſe, but 
4 peremptory and abſolute Negation of the 


Our Tranſſators do ſtrangely perplex 

nd confound the Text here, by making 

this a comperatroe Meg 2ion only, by the 
ds Cn more ] which, 


N q | 1.877 7 
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Lorch, 1 ſhall not determine: bur weh 
what we have faid, as to the meaning + 
the Queſtion, makes" it alrogether im- 
poſſible, that this can be the Sence of the 
Anſiver. - | 
And therefore the whole ſcents to me 
to run thus; But now, when mention is 
made of ſo fevere a Trial, what ſhall we 
think of it > What if this Judgment ex- 
ceed the Bounds of a Rodl or Chaſtiſement > 
: or Tho, if it deſtroy the Tribe totally 2 
„ ( ſays God ) it ſhall not be ſo 
5 * on for however ſevere this Judg- | 
ment be, it is only deſigned as a Chaj He 
Ment, and not utterly to deſtroy. _ 
this goth dilucidly. appear, in the Capi 
Fed under Zedekiah + which tho” it Was 
evere a Trial, and fo furbithed a Sword, 
as thight5uſtly make all to think, that this 
Jen or Trial did contema the Rod, o 
as intended to cut off the 7 ribe by 
15 12 notwithſtanding that it Was oli 
| 19 ned by God 38 J OSS" which | 
oe! to de a full end of chem, 48 
the, Preſervation of” the Jews under it, and 
Nene th 9570 FN 550 it, do clear. 


1 "is 824 55 


* * 9 . 
be n rd, 2 
. 


zory ne a8 4 Bay of Ligkn, Hope, 5 
omfort to the true Mourners and Wee 
ers in Zion. 

And now, I ſuppoſe. by this time, we 
have begun to perceive, (as I would hum- 
bly hope) the native ſence and meaning 
of the words: And therefore we may 
adventure to proceed, to propoſe Two Ob- 
ſervations, that I think naturally reſulr 
from the Text thus underſtood ; the Firf? 
from the Queſtion propoſed ; and the other 
from the Anſwer returned thereunto : nor 
to mention other things that might be 
drawn from the Context and Connection of 
the Wards,. to avoid prolixity. The Tia 
22 and principal Objeruations or Do- 

Arines then, are as follow in their order; 
tho the Firf#, t immediately fol. 
lows, is that which 1 ſign cel in- 
Giſt upan, porta 
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Opsenvarion I. 


= That when G 0 D threatens bis 
= Church and People with the 
Sword of an Enemy, after the 
Rods, with which he had formerly 
5 chaſtned them, it may juſtij put the 
I Thoughts of all ſerious Chriſtians 
be this ſad and concerning Dilem- 
ma, "Whether GO D may not be 
. ee to change bis Chaſtiſements 
imo deſtructive.) e to 
comſn ume and deftroy rhein Pq 


I Suppoſe it were ans to attempt 

any Proof of this Propoſition, ſince we 

5 may eaſily ſee upon the firſt view of the 

| words, that whenever any People become 

' chus ſtated and circutnſtantiated, as the 

a then were, they will __ the ſame. 

and Concern as they appear to 

FM ove len this ä LED 
ut 


og 
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ind we will ſee Inference to flow 
ery natively hence. Were we, with 
hem, ſubdued by Forreigners , the i 
pf our Nation eee, and baniſbed, - 
and the reſt: made Slaves and Tributaries ; 
and let us ſee withal, Deformation: — 
df Reformation amongſt the Remnant; to- 
gether with a proud obſtinate perſiſting 


to be our Caſe, and can we think any 
other thing than what is here inſinuated, 
that ſurely God were about to turn his 


ctions, into the Deſolating Stroaks of an 
Enemy. So that we ſee; it is not with- 


thinking Jews, cry out in the Query of the 
Rod 2 *. mop. 1} wy NN * \ "I 3.3 


And therefore, ſince our Circumſtances 


* 
4 


put b ps our So ls. in their Souls ſtead, 1 


in our unreformed ſtate, contrary to all 
Engagements, and without any rational 
proſpect of purchaſing any thing thereby. 
but Ruin: I fay, let us but ſuppoſe this 


Rods into Scorpions, his Fatherly Corre- 


out reaſon, that the more ſerious and 
Text, What if the Sword contem even ahe 65 


Surely then, ſuch". Circ ume as 
theſe, would move us to apply to our 
ſelves more particularly, what in the ge- 
neral we have obſerved from the words. 


at this time bear no ſmall . Analogy _ 


5 


- 


The Rad, or the Sword. 
to the ſtate of the Jews at that time, mg 
we nat bring the Propoſition a Theft ad Hy 

_ patheſin, to ſpeak more home to our Klves 
— I BE TT i LONG 


That fince God in his Providence doti 
wow threates his Church and People ir 
theſe Nations ( well as elſewhere) with 
the Sword of an Enemy, after the 4 
th which be formerly corrected them; 
nay juſt ly put aur Thoughts to this fad a ani 
_ concerning Dilemma, Whether God may ng 
be about to change bis Genen n int 
deſtructive N 7 r aa de 
Prey « 1, 


. of this 7 
8 ot the Chriſtian World in 
ral, -and theſe Nations in ae are 
nearly concerned) I ſhall conſine my ſell 
0 theſe Three Things, the La whereof, 
as the - nterr'd. from. the Tu- 
former as the Premiſes, will neceſſarily re- 
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WE Rod, or the Sword, 


Luſements. e 
| * That we are 0 threatned with oh 


_ thay we have yet * 


count reduced to this ſad Dilemma; 


_ gotten * 


1 under the Rod. 
I ſuppoſe it needleſs to infiſt on this, 


te times been under ; the Memories of 
oft Men being more retentive of Cala- 
ities, Sorrows, and Troubles, than of 
lercies, Deliwerances and Comforts. The 


te Civil, or rather civil Wars, with 


e Devaſtations and * thence en. 
ing ; the ſevere Enacti 
ers Exeeuting of Penal 


* 


I. That. we Bate . lch OY he 
Nod, i, e. under Cod 5 TY Cha- £ 


Sword, i. e. with ſeverer FE : 


IT. That aa Church 7s 8 this ac- 
What if the Sword contemn the 

Rod? i.e. What if ſucceeding Trow- 
Bles and Judgments be ſuch, as ſhall 


make the former in a manner for- 
The Firff of theſe is, That we hive bees ö 


y recounting the AfﬀiiQions we have of 


* 


28 The Rod, or the Sword. The 


ing . Proteſtants ; the Excommunicatiolitheir # 
and Inquiſition-like Proceedings of Eciipoſe al 
 fraſtical Courts, with many other thinich bo! 

a- kin to theſe: ſuch things, I ſay, le of D 
impreſſions on Mens Spirits, that are Weated c 
 eafily worn off. And it is, I fear, the ning of 
common fin of ſome on the one fide, In had 
think upon their being Actors forme Peſts 
in ſuch things with no little pleaſure : Nh oth: 

I fear alſo, that ſome reflect npon ti canne 


former Sufferings with too great ranc mbrar 
and grudge of Spirit, againſt thoſe wiſferewi! 


were either the Authors or InſtrumeWorrec 
of their being fo uſed, - And as we ties. 
member, 1 fear, too much, what But tl 
have ſuffered one from another; ſo with 
ſuppoſe, the Defigns and ' Endeavours Ithſtan 
our common Enemies are not wholly Mm, t 
What! can we have forgotten the Ms ple 
p#ſþ Plots ſo oft renewed, and ſo oft i recla! 
covered; or the Arbitrary Deſigns of ſod the 
to enſlave us, with the progreſs tired 
made therein, in corrupting the EletiMhich 
Jor Parliament, and the procuring the Mer o 
livering up of the Charters of Corporatiu ves, 
together with the egal Tryals, and bers. 
4 Executions and Murders of many, all 
ſome of them the, Patriors and Champs 


N 
AY 
: * 
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L i The Rod, or the Sword. 2% I) 


catioiicheir Religion : and Country. An d. 1 J 


f Ecpoſe ali, the Judgments and Afflictions » 
r thit ch bore the more immediate Signa- 13 


72 le: 


are 1 


of Divine Providence, cannot be ob- 
ated out of Mens Minds; ſuch as the 


the ¶ Ving of London, (whatever Hand ſome 
fide, In had therein) and the Sword of Gd, 


orme! 
Ire : 


Peſtilence, once and again renewed'; 
h other things of that nature. I fay, © 


on ti cannot have loſt the Ideas and Re- 

ran mbrance of thoſe ſeveral ſorts of Rods, 

ole Willlerewith God was pleaſed ſucceſſively 
rumeWorrect us in theſe Nations for our Ini- 

| we ties. + here IM n 340008 . 
hat But that which I would have conſider- 

3 ſo with reſpect to all thoſe, is, that not- k 
ours Ithſtanding the ſeeming. ſeverity of 1 
lly qm, they are yet to be reflected uon 


ly as Fatherly Corrections, which God 


the Ms pleaſed to inflict upon us, in order 

oft q reclaim us from the evil of our ways, 

of ſold therefore may be obſerved to be tem- 

is thiWred with Mercy and Favour for us: 

lectinhich will appear, whether we con- | 
the Wer our former Afflictions in them- f 
rain ves, or comparatively with thoſe of o- 

id ers. 1 a 
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drink of: For have not our Troubles b. 


Tl 
2 


ven when we ſeemed to be punged 


Nights been? How hath God made 


rabiy God has dealt with us all aloi 
in the midſt of the ſharpeſt Rods wehi 


with what others have been expoſed i 


lf we conſider our Afflictious abſolut 
and in themſelves, we may find a gr 
deal of Mercy at the bottom of the n 
-bitter Cups we have yet been made 


remarkably mode rated, ſo as neither 
come to the height which Enemies 
ſigned, or which we feared > Have 
not experienced God's kindneſs to us, 


the Depths of Sorrom, and the Confine 
Diſpair £ How wonderfully did God t 
ſupport his People, and ſweeten to thi 
their moſt bitter Cups? Yea, and of u 
ſhort continuance have their moſt d 


* 
Pp 


dark Clouds pals over us > Thus was G 
pleaſed to change his Diſpenſations, 0 
to ſhew his Fatherly Diſpieaſare , and 
Bowels of Compaſſion alternately : Cal 
did follow our Storms ; and tho' Sor 
oft continued for a Night, yet Foy 
facceeded in the Morning. x 
But further, it will appear how fav 


been under, if we compare our Affictia 


For have we been expoſed to any thin 


= 11 "Uh 
11 


ce the od Porſecutions of the Primitive 
riftians 2 There have been but few 
coinpariſon of the many who have 
en ſpared) who have been called to 

(ff unto Blood. We have not been 
tned alive, or fawn aſunder, or diſ- 


mbred piece· meal. or murdered, or 
aſſacred in our Houfes or Beds. We 


to us ve not met with ſuch ſevere Treat- 
el ent as the poor Waldenſes and Piccards 
fine old. Smithfield has not again, in our 
x0d tis, ſmoaked as of old, with the Fag- 
to thrs of Martyrs, nor the Marian Perſecu- 
of ug been re- acted; neither have we fal- 


under ſuch Strokes as the Pariſian and 
iſh Maſſacrees. Nay, is it not an un- 
preſſible Mercy to us, that our Country 
is not been made the Field of Action, | 
> deſolating Armies, as Hungary, ' Flan- 
&rs, the Palatinate and Savoy have been. 
e have not been made the Theater of 
F-folation, or the Stage of Blyod and 
pine. We have not been murtler d and 
ö _ baniſh'd and dilpers'd, like the 
1 of late. Neither have 
e Shook forced to ſubmit our Reaſons and 
Worſciences, to the unanſwerable A nts 
F Booted Apoſtles, and Catholick French 
Pragoons; nor r expoſed to the intolerable _ 
" . | Slavery | 


I be Rod, or the Smord. 
Slavery of the Moi Chriſtian Mediterra. 
nean Galleys, &c. And ſurely, if, beſides 
all this, we compare what we have met 
with, and been under, with our fins and 
their. aggravations, (which have not beer 
leſs, but it may be more than of other 
Nations) we muſt needs be enforced to 
own, That God hath dealt with us far mor 
mildly and mercifully than our, ! 4 
| have deſerved. e | 

And as by all theſe hag it doth 
plainly appear, that we have been hi 
therto — under the Chaſtiſements of i 
_ Father : So this is more fully and conſpi b 
cuouſly manifeſted to all the World in the| 
late Wonderful Revolution of Affairs: for 


im this, as God's Mercy hath eminently 
ſhewed itſelf for the good of the Prote. 


ptures, 
ith t 
the tir 


Rant Church and Intereſt in general; ſù Ant 
more particularly, ſor the ſafety aud efts and t 
 Bliſhment: of theſe Nations. and w, 
For what elſe was the Language of the he wa 
late happy Deliverance, but what God ond » 
old expreſſed to the /ſraelites, when, heat v 
ſaid, How ſhall I give thee up, Ephraim from 
How ſhall I deliver thee up , O Iſrael Nreat 
. 1 wake thee, as Ker 2 Ge notw! 
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Thus, I fay, it was that God ſeem d to 
ſpeak to us of late: Hom ſhall I give thee 


ale thee as France or Hungary, &c. 
y Bowels and Heart are turned yet once 
again towards you : Therefore I will not at 


mort . | 2605 of 
uiticifWper, I will not deſtroy Britain; for I am 


O D and not Man, and therefore 1 


do vill find out a way of Deliverance for you, 
n bc. 


5 of 18 


onſpi ar in the applying to our (elves ſome Scri- 
n the yrures, that ſeem remarkably to guadrate 
: fol ith the State of theſe Three Nations, at 
ently the time of this Deliverance. \ 4 F | 
Prove ä 
1; fl And Zr, did not God ſpeak of Eng- 


| efta- 


of the be way of his Heart; I have ſeen his ways 
od ond will heal them. A wonderful thing, 


hat when God could bring no Arguments 
from us, he ſhould bring them from the 
reatneſs of his own Mercy. But yet 


n he 
aim? 
rael ? 
many among us make a quite contrary 
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wp, O my Church? How ſhall I deliver thee 


to Judgment and Ruine ? How ſhall I 


his time execute the ferceneſs of mine an- 


But ſuffer me yet to be more particu- 


notwithſtandiog this ſurprizal of Mercy, 


ule 


and then, after this manner: 7 bid me, in 57. 19; 
and was wroth, aud he went on frowardly in 18. 


* 
N 1 
* 
4 
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Ibid, v.20 


Ver. 21. 


no 2. 14 


| fa. 64. 3. 
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uſe of it, by their reſtleſs Endeavours to 
make themſelves and others miſerable a- 
gain; and therefore that which' follows, 


may fitly be applied to them: Bur the 
wic ted are like the troubled fea, "when it 
cannot ref, whoſe waters caft up mire and 
dirt. But as they love not Peate, fo 
God has ſaid, W there is no 22 to the| 
wicked. $6 

In . next loch 7 Seon lane Caſe at 
that time, ſeemed much like that which 


we have mentioned of Vrael, with re- 


ſpe to the Captivity : Therefore (Gaith| 
+ God) bebold I wall Thur her, and bring 
ber into the wilderneſs, and ſpeak comforta-| 
bly to her. For it was with their greateſt] 
AMlidtions there, that God did make 
rheir greateſt Salvation and Conſolation 
When God ſurprized them 
with" terrible things which they lookt not 
for, be made the 9 even then, 1 
flow down at his preſence, and turned again 
their captivity, as ſtreams in the South.| 
face the time that he ſpoke again} 
, he did earneſtly remember them ſtill: 
15 lade the time of their greateſt extre. 


Ard 


An 
God 1 
very 
with 
and C 
when 
that | 
The 
Irelan 
And t 
ways f 
above 

80 
mani 
towar 
Deran 
apply 
was {: 
ſpenſ⸗ 
ſhall 
hath 


4 


threa 


S to 


le a. And then Laſtiy, the Dibenklions of 
ow, God towards. Jreiland, ſeem to quadrate 
the very remarkably, with that word, where- 


with the Lord did of old both-chreaten 
and comfort Æggypt, in the ſame breath, 
when he ſays, That he would ſmite Egypt, IIa. 19.22. 
that he would ſmite it and heal it, &c. 
The ſevere and bloody Strokes of poor 
Ireland, have been in order to its Cure. 


en it 
aud 
o the 


ſe at MW And therefore we may ſee how far Gods 

/hich ways are above our ways, and his thoughts 

h re- alove our thoughts. 

faith | So that in all theſe coli God has 

bring] manifeſted both his Power and Mercy 

orta- towards theſe Nations, in the Late Deli- 

ateſt ¶ verance. So that we may not untitly 

make apply to our ſelves, in this reſpect, what 

ation was ſaid of the raelites, under a like Di- 

them] ſpenſation : — According to this time it 

t not ¶ ſhall be ſaid of Jacob and of "m_ What 

u, % hath God wrought ! 

again But to ne 

outh.| ; 

an Thee Second Point-is : That we are now 1 
till: ¶ threatned with the Sword. IJ 


tre- NW. 
Ard 


I !be Rod, or the Sword. 
| That 

This is, I ſuppoſe, what is ſelf-evident ; Wpropoſc 
for the proof whereof nothing is required ll, is t 
further, than to take notice of Publict be Sw 
Occarrences, which every Poſt furniſheth Whreatn 
us with. And that this did ſupervene Wniſcrat 
upon the Rods, which we were lately un- ever ( 
der, I ſuppoſe none can doubt of, who Wo unh 
reflects ſo far back, as unto the Turn of ment. 
Afairs in our late glorious Delzverance : MWuppoſ 
For as God delivered us then from rhe matter 
Evils we groaned under, and from the Meether 
Apprehenfions of worſe things intended: Wale, 
ſo it was by the unſhtathing of the Sword, 
that it was affected, tho God in Mercy 
made the Sight rather than the Blow | 
thereof, ſave us. But who knows not, 
=_ the Blow hath been ſince that time 
elt. . 

And ſurely, the Sword is ſo far from 
being put up, that we ſee our ſelves daily 
threatned with it from abroad; there be- 
ing, at the ſame time, but too many ill. 
affected Men in the midſt of us, who arc 
ready to ſacrifice their Religion and Coun- 
zry, to their own Bigottry, Malice, and 
peeviſh Humors. 


That 


That therefore, which I would only 


nt; propoſe here to the ſerious Reflections of 
Ired Hall, is to conſider, What, and how terrible 
lick he Sword is, with which we are now 
th threatned; that we may hence ſee, how 
rene Wniſcrable a People we ſhould become, if 
un- Jever (which God forbid ) we ſhould be 
who Wo unhappy as to fall under ſuch a Judg- 


» of ment. And tho all conſidering Men, I 
ce: ſuppoſe, are fully enough ſatisfied in this 


the matter: yet, fince ſome ſeem to be alto- 
the Igether indifferent and regardleſs in the 
led : Caſe, and others fond of Ruine and Mi- 
ord, Iſery, I ſhall therefore earneſtly deſire, 
rey that we may ſeriouſly conſider , what 


2low (thoſe things are, that we muſt neceſſarily 
not, ¶ expect, if God ſhould be provok'd to give 
ime Ius up into our Enemies hands. 
For ſurely, if God ſhould permit this, 
n we muſt expect that our Puniſhment muſt 
bear ſome proportion to our many and 
great Sins and Provocations ; fince here- 
by it would be apparent, that we have very 
highly provoked God, to inflict upon us, 
what he ſeemed by his former Diſpenſati- 


what time God. ſpeaks concerning a Nation. 
50 Zuild and to plant it; if it do evil in 


The Rod, or the Sword. 


ons deſirous to deliver us from: For at Jer: 18. 9, | 


The Rid.” or the Shed. 


bis Habt, that it obey not his voice, then (ning!) 
will be repent of the good wherewith be ſaid with t 
he would benefit them. and 0 

But if this C onfideration be apt to be hope | 
flighted by ſenſual and carnal Men, I de- Say 
ſire they may but conſider the Genius and 0: TY 
Complexion of our Enemies: For as they voluct 


are the Enemies of our Religion, Which FY 
they are obliged by their Principles, Vis to ad 
& modis, every manner of way to root they ; 
out and extirpate, under the Notion of 40% 
the peſtilent Northern Herefie : So are And 
they not ſworn Enemies to our Country} mucl 
and Perſons, whole old Grudges againſt us, with 
ate now heightned more and more, 57 dans 
| late Provocations. For, 
_ "And ſurely, we cannot but look apon {ce 
them as a mercileſs and cruel Enemy, who ant 
are ſufficiently known of late, by their rabl 
Barbarities and Devaſtations, Where ever call 
they get footing. To whom I may not My 
unfitly apply, C what was ſaid of another | og 


| my 

"I - } 

314 - * 
iti 1 

i * N 

"i Joel 2. 3. 
«af N 4 


ſort of Enemies of old) A fire devoureth 
before them, and behind them a flame burn- | "gs 
elh . the land is a the garden of Eden be- 0 


fore them, and behind them a deſolate wil- FA 
derneſs : yea, and nothing ſhall eſcape = 


, &c, And tho' they may now cun- 
ningly 


nin gly. play the Angler in fiſhing ſome 


with the enticing Bait of ſmooth Promiſes, 


and others with a Golden Hook : yer I 
hope wile Men will remember the old 


| Saying, Timeo Danaos & dona ferentes ; 


as remejnbring that Fiſtula dulce canit 
volucrem dum decipit anceps. 


to add this alſo to their Character, that 


licy, Number, Experience, and Boldneſs : 
And therefore our ſlighting of them fo 
much, and ſpeaking of them uſually 
with ſo much contempt, I look upon as 


none of the beſt Signs, of our Succeſs. 


For, tho every Man ought to rejoyce to 
ſee any ſign of true Courage in the Na- 
tion, yet it is neither a wiſe nor honou- 
rable part, to deſpiſe an Enemy, eſpe- 
cially one ſo conſiderable as the French 
nme 1 

- And ſince the caſe is thus with us, let 


us conſider impartially what we have to 


expect, if ſuch a terrible Sword as this 


ſhould ever get a Commiſſion to be our 


imagine, that no Faith would be kept 


with ſuch ZZereticks , as they reckon us 
L ö 
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For we muſt be ſo far juſt to them, as 


they are a powerful Enemy, both for Po- 


Puniſhment, For we may eaſily then 


The Rodl, or the Sword. 7 

to be. Yea, this forreigy Sword would Ins (ct u 
quickly be followed with inteſt ine Divi. Iny Nic 
255 , Tumults- and Confuſions among Wy Nig] 
our ſelves. And how dreadful the Effects gar of 
and Conſequents of ſuch things muſt be, ſo be 
we may eaſily imagine. We ſhould then yards 
ſee our Cities and Towns in Flames, all W«pect 
Bonds, Civil or Religious, broken, and nd a f 
Liberty and Property wholly at an end, I be t 
No reſpect then ſhewn to the Infant in the Morſhi] 
Cradle, or the gray Hairs of the Aged. We pte, v 
might then ſee our Matrons abuſed, and our Muglan 
Pirgins defloured. For Strangers and For. elan 
reigners would then poſſeſs our Houſes, Net ſuc 
enjoy our Eſtates, feaſt on the Fatneſs of Mould 
our Tables, and look big in our Apparel; Wnce | 
whilſt we our ſelves are glad to enjoy a Wall 2h 
few Morſels, and eſteem it a favour to be {War 1 
permitted to live. Nothing then heard nd 
in City or Country, but Lamentation, Mi. Inemb 
ſery and Woe. No Security from Murders Inuſt 
and Aſſaſſinations, nor any Peace to him hinge 
that goes out or comes in. And if it fare Pe / 
thus with our outward Man, what becomes f it, 
of the inward > Why, it is in Bondage, |Wors f. 
Darkneſs, and Fetters. Nothing then {Wore 

heard, but an nniverfal Cry, Great is Wired, 
Diana, and the Image, which the Prince Itheſe 
al has 


The Rod, or the Sword. 
vould as ſet up to be worſhipped. If there be 


Divi. Iny Nicodemus, then he comes to Chriſt 
mong Wy Night, and owns him by ſtealth, for 


:tedsMar of the Jews. But if with Daniel any 
ft be, We fo bold, as to open his Windows to- 
I then Wards the Temple of Jeruſalem, he muſt 
8, all Wpect to be caſt unto the enraged Lyons, 
and ind a fery Furnace muſt then be expected 
end, o be the Lot of ſuch as openly refuſe to 


n the Worſhip the abomination that maketh deſo- 


We te, which is then ſet up. Ah miſerable 
q our MWE»g/and ! ah deſolate Scotland, ah wretched 
For-. $Sce/and ! ſhould ſuch things happen. And 
ſes, Net ſuch things muſt needs be expected, 
1s of Would the Enemy prevail over us. Which 
rel; nce it is thus, by what Name can we 
Dy a all that more than irrational, and worſe 
o be Whan wicked Temper of many, who ſeem 
eard nd of ſuch a Scene of Afﬀairs ; not re- 
Mi- Fcmbring, that even they themſelves 
ders Muſt ſuffer as well as others, if ever ſuch 


him Mhings ſhould happen: for even thoſe who 


* | 
fare ve ſuch Treaſon, and ſubſerve themſelves 
mes If it, will notwithſtanding hate the Trai- 


ge, gers for it. But I ſhall forbear to ſay any 


hen Wore on this Head, when I have once de- 
is Wired, that Men would ſeriouſly conſider 
nce Itheſe things mentioned, 


Nas 


Uato 


42 be Rod, or the Sword. T 


Uato which, I ſhall ſubjoyn the Chara In ſpe 
fer which the Chaldeans get in Scriptur , 1 
( wherewith 1 think that of the Freud 8 1iry 
Nation, as Popiſh, doth in many thing mt 2 
very aptly quadrate) whom the Prop 
Habakkuk doth deſcribe , as follows H fg. 
Habak. 1. will work a work in your day ch 1 6 
56, 7. 8, which you will not believe, tho it be toll her 
9, IO. | . 3 wer 
you. For lo, I raiſe up the Chaldean i bat 
that bitter and haſty Nation, who ſhal eſent 
march through the breadth of the land, 
poſſeſs the dwelling-places that are n , q1y 
theirs. They are terrible and dreæadfi , Eu. 
——their horſes ſhall be ſwifter tha e, w 
the leopards, they ſhall come all fall ider 
violence, &c. Avertat Bonus Deus quoi thing 
verentur quidam preſag;um ; mutato (ci 
cet nomine fabulam narrari, Utcunquah zal; 
capiat ad fructum, qui capere poteſt. Wd vent 
The Third Point is, That the Churc Roh 
Cupon the fore-mentioned account) is red e c 


ced to this ſad Dilemma, What if ti 
Sword contewn the Rod? i. e. What 'W Th 
ſucceeding Troubles and Judgments b, o, 
ſuch, as thall make the former in a manW her 


ner forgotten ? IT 01d; 
4 * Sy 


The Rod, or the Sword. 


. ln ſpeaking to this weighty, But critical 
„ g, 1 propoſe to my ſelf an impartial 
1 Vuiry _ — Conſideration of theſe 
rope 47 ant following. vr 

On f 1ſt, Whence it is, thut we are reduced to 
bt Wc a condition, as to be much in the dark, 
* ether the Sword may contemn the Rod; 
J ** what is the Cauſe or Original of this our 
_ y eſent Dilemma. | | 


7 
re md 
= 
"= \ 
4 uy. * 
e i | 
1 
tha 
"Mm 


2dly, What are the Grounds of a ratio- 
Y Enquiry into what is like to be, or 
111 0” what Topicks may we adventure to 
1 14 nſider our preſent ſtate, and the tendency 
ee, 

inque 


ik 8 3dly, What is the Eſtimate that we may 
venture to make, from theſe Grounds, of 
r preſent ſlate ; and what Prognoſtication 


Bure ay we thence humbly infer, as to our fu-. 


red * a) 
92 A Ire Condition. 

Dar Tue Firſt of theſe 3s : What is the Cauſe 
ts U Original of our preſent Dilemma, or 
man /ence it is, that we are reduced to ſuch a 
Pondition, as to be much iu the dark, whether 
he Sword may contemn the Rod? 


* 


i 


I 


T 


4 hope 
ate a f 
nes th 
t abſol, 
But ii 
oſcinę 
natter, 


The Rod, or the Sword. 


I have already manifeſted what out 
preſent Dilemma is, by ſhewing that 2 
we have been formerly under the Ro} 
ſo we are now threatned with the Sword! 
But in the proſecution of this Propoſttin 
here, I would have it confidered, (leſt 
appear to any Actum agere ) that I ad 


upon a new Enquiry, viz. Into the Caiſſhings, 
or Original of this Dilemma that we arWainſt | 


undler : The Elucidation whereof wil ral. 
more fully open to us the thing tha And 
we are now in queſt of, and which wW.) O 
intend to conſider further, in the proſt Mich a 

cution of the other remaining Prop Peop 
ws RT rally 
Aad here certainly the Original an movi 
Cauſe of our preſent Dilemma can be no we 
thing elſe, but the darkneſs that is, oW-arch 
appears to us to be, upon our preſentWle-ſtic 
National and Charch-ſtate, with reſpe& tiyWemov 
God's Judgments, either really impend But 
ing over us, or appearing ſo to do. Fos to 
here the Minds of Good Men differ vaſtly Writed 
Some being afraid of a final rejection of un ions, 
and that God's Threatnings againſt us ariel; ) 
abſolute and decretory : Whilſt others, thi ews 
they fear the Judgments impending, will be Genes 
very ſevere, if inflited, do yet apprehendPpant \ 


40 


The Rod, or the Sword. 


it ou hope, that they ſhall not be ſuch as to 
hat Woke à full end of us, and that the Threat- 
Rode themſelves are only Conditional, and 
word: abſolute. 

tin But in order to our more diſtinct co- 
leſt noſcing of our preſent ſtate, as to this 
I anWatter, we muſt neceſſarily premiſe ſome 
CauMings, with reſpect to Gb s Judgments 
ve arWainſt ſinful Churches and Nations in ge- 
f wilcral. 

tha And as to this, we may take notice 
ch g.) Of a great variation in the things 
proſe ich are threatned by God againſt ſuch 
Props People. For, 1. Sometimes he threatens 


I rally to deſert 4 Nation or Church, by 
moving the Goſpel wholly from them; 
e nos we ſee plainly in the inſtance of the 


Wle-ſtick hath now for many Ages been 
emoved out of its place. 

But, 2. At other times God only threat- 
to caft off a People for ſome ſet and li- 
iited time, viz. for one or more Genera- 
ions, (yet reſerving a Remnant for him- 
is art elf; thus he did with the Church of the 
, th ews in the Wilderneſs, he caſt off one 
#11 Generation, and yet eſtabliſhed his Cove- 
chend nant ATED another, - 


and And 


hurch of the Jews this day, whoſe Can- 


45 


46 


Luke 19. 
41,42:43. 


two-fold, wiz. Either, 1. So abſolute au”: 


The Rod, or the Sword. 


And thus alſo he did with the Jewif 
Church, in the time of the Captivity 
whom he caſt oft as to their Nation 
Church-ſtate for Seventy Years. 

And (2.) As there is a great differen 
in the things threatned againſt ſuch | 
People, ſo is there a great difference i 
the manner or way of God's Threatnin 
againF? ſinful Churches and Nations. Fol 
I. Sometimes God's Threatnings are AH 
Lute and Decretory ; which therefore ca) * \ 
not be diverted or avoided, and mall erted, 
then be rather look d upon as open Decl. Ping 
rations of God's Purpoſe and Decree, thai ys 0 
bare Threatnings. And theſe alſo a way 
decretory, as to be accompanied with Judi > Ret 
cial Inducation, or Infatuation; ſo as tal d w 
People who are the Objects thereof, at 45 


rendred thus incapable of Reformatioſ e. in 


and Repentance,, haviog firſt provoke Y e 
God by their obſtinate Wickedneſs ſo 9 d tha! 
do. Thus it was with the old world tally 


whom God repented to have made; and d R 


ſaid, ( 2. e. firmly determined) be woll ted 
deſtroy. And thus it was with the Jews in 7 ths F 
aud after the Days of our Saviour, ovelf 4 N 


whom therefore Chriſt laments, becauſt 
they doro 


The Rod, or the Sword, 
'y did not know in their Day of Grace, the 
ings that did belong to theft Peace. Or, 


Such Threatnings are only abſolute in 
Vt, ſo as till to admit of Repentance 


Jewif 
tivit) 
ation! 


reren Reformation, thorough the interver- 
uch Wa of which, tho' Judgments cannot be 
ce i Molly averted, yet they may be miti- 
tninWcd and delayed and ſanctified, and after 
For d's ſet time removed. Thus it was 
PU th the Fews, as to the threatued C aptt- 
e car . which, tho' it could not be totally 
mi herted, yet we ſee many mitigations at- 


Pech 4 
a th 


ys of Johah , upon his Reformation. 


ſo af va not zoral; for God reſerved a Rem Ia. 63. S. 
re aul Neither was it nal, as we fee in 
Jud wins of the People again from it. 
is td we find alſo, that "his ſharp Rod or 
F, an vord rather, was ſanitified to 5 Peo- 
nation e, in purging them more from Idola- 
voke l ever after, than they had been before. 


chat tho' this Judgment could not be 
q tally averted, yet upon Repentance 
Wd Reformation, it was variouſly miti- 
ted and ſweetned. Bur, 

ews il 2. At other times, God's 7 hreatniugs are 
over? abſolute, But conditional only : ſo that 
ecauſWo ſuch Rods be juſtly deferved, yet 
750 RO the intervention of Repentance 
and 


ding it: For it was delayed all the 27 TH 


"ks The Rod, or the Sword. © 


and Reformation, they may be wholly 
averted and kept of. Such Threatning 

are ordinary in Scripture ; and variou; 

Inſtances we have alſo of Deliveranal 

from the Execution of them, thoroug 

the intervention of Repentance. Among 
Jon. 3 4 theſe, the inſtance of Niue veh is famous 
3 & and ſo much the more, that it was 21 
Heatheniſh People. And here we may 

obſerve, that ſuch Threatnings are nothin 

elſe, but an Account and open Declaratinl 

of God's ordinary C ourſe , Rule, and Wai 
Juſtice, as he i the Sovereign Necla 


; arkne 
therw 
confe 
q all ad 
ff this 


tions. 


Dur pre 
God 
| Reje 
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ja Fudge of the World, by which he ward 
Men of | > pag to be inflicted, in caſt 
1 they repent and reform not. And hence ho I! 
— 1 is, that Abraham in his Plea for Sodom hoſe 
1. | ulſeth this Argument: What, ſays he erſwa 
uns- hit thou deſtroy the righteous with ti Vope, 
_ wicked 8 Shall not the Fudge of all t e im 
A | earth do right? And if God's  Theramingl a m 
13 be thus to be underſtood, with reſpect i exp 
. the World in general, then far more witli Wot ad 
ap reference to his own Churches. _ 1: 
Theſe things being premiſed, the great us | 
Enquiry now will be, how. we are tif 
judge of our own State here: For it 1. 
the difficulty of applying theſe to ourWhate 


preſent ſtate, that occaſioneth our preſent 
| dar knels, 8 | 


bollyMWarkneſs, as to that proſpect we would 


ningWptherwiſe have of things of this nature. vx 
arion confeſs the Task is difficult; yet 1 Vu 
rancWhall adventure to ſet down my thoughts = 


rougſhf this matter, in the following Propo- 
onellrzons.  ___ 
nous; 1 
* | 8 P R O P. I. 8 

ar hin ar preſent Dilemma flows not hence, That 
ratiu God ſeems to threaten. us with total 
/ Wolf Rejetion.. © 8 
Recta 


warn His is, what I hope I am not with- 
n ca 1 out ſome weighty Reaſons for; 
nce W320 I know there are ſome good Men, 
odom i hoſe Fears carry them to the contrary 
ys he erſwaſion. The Grounds of this my 
„ti ope, are as follow, which I leave to 
Arte impartial Conſideration of all; tha 
ning] a matter of this nature, we are not 


expect Demonſtration, the Subject 


ot admitting it. But, I ſay, the fol- 
dwing Conſiderations will at leaſt beget 


us good hopes this way. 


greag 


re tif 9 ot Sh oe oo os 
- it- 1. Let it be conſidered then, That 
o ouWhateyer Evil be in our preſent State, 
reſent] SS x 


Ss Jer 
knelsl 1 


30 be Rod, or the Sword. 
pet we are on the fide of Truth, and 
have eſpouſed a good Cauſe. The Cauſe 
of God, and the Credit of the Goſpel 
is that which we . now contend for . 
And therefore have we not reaſon tn « 
hope for a good Event at laſt, tho ws 
may meet with Troubles in the mean 
time for our Sins. 3 
2. And as we are contending for Truth 
fo we are ſure our Enemies are fighting 
againſt it, and ſo may juſtly be lookt upoi 
as fighting againſt God. And thereto 
however God may deal with us for a tim 
in making them a Scourge to us, yet uf 
the cloſe we may expect, he will bur 
the Rod, when he has ſubſerved,himſe| 
of it. And in this poſſibly, the Wa 
between Benjamin, and the other Tribe 
may be no unſuitable Emblem of ouf 
Condition. For therein we find th 
Judg. 20. Benjamites twice victorious over ti 
18,21, 23, Ifraelites, even tho the other Trib 
55 25535. conſulted God in every ſtep of the Wall 
and went out to Battle according to hate 


. 


expreſs Order. But at laſt the Scene b 
tirpation of that ſinfully obſtinate Trib 
Thus it may beGod may be now aboutt 
| : 3 ö i pf 


: The Rod, or the Sword; 
„ andſſho wittr us, in this preſent War: He 
Cauſe 
oſpel 
for; 
(on to 


10 We 


Meal 


y the French, and fake them for 1 


Jon and Affliction. 


And 
peful, that when he has performed 
% e Work upon Mount Zion, he 


yet I am 


ill bring down the Glory of that 


Truth oud King, and lay it in the Duſt, to 
ang: eclipfing of that fiery ſcorching 8 


t upoſſ the Popiſh World; fo that his Motto, 
rreſonſher pluribus apy may come to be, 


a tim rim fingalis i 


yet z. And ſurely, Nos great 8 that 
I bun od has done for us in theſe Nations of 
wo te, may cheriſh in us good hope, that 
e Wa 


od does not threaten us with any ſuch 
ing as a total Rejection. He mdy in- 
ed ſuffer this Generation, (whom he 
| of {o lately, as it were, bro out 
yt) to fall in the Wilderneſs, 
Gu 1 our ſin and ingratitude, with- 
t cauſing us to ſee that deſirable 


Tribe 
of ou 
1d th 
er ti 
Trib 

e Willi 4 
to hi 


' Scenl * ve been our Mercy. 
ter eat he has done all this, 


But to think, 
and yet in- 


Triband to leave both us and cur Poſterity 
bout i Frey to the Amalekites, who can 
a Ea Ima» 


ay \ puniſh Vs , and our 3 


ie Victorious ; „ to our Grief, Sana. 


te of Affairs, which otherwiſe might 


8 
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Exod. 32. With Moſes, in the like caſe : Lord, 
Numb. 14 


15, 16. 


"thou didit ſuffer this people to be a pn 
do then for thy great Name 2 Therefa 


Mauoah, If the Lord had deſigned uti 


bis Revelation. 


many others, have been very awful af 


The Rod, or the Sword. * 
3 . 2 hen Al; 4 
imagine. Might we not then pleay ſo C 
e prel 
iſerab 
Uac 
rror a 
an Cl 
at wl 
Þ the 
thoſe 
ly to reject us, he would not have acceptili m— 
us ſo far as he has done, neither would ch p 
have ſhewn us ſuch wonders as he ha 055 F 
late wrought for * wh 7 TR 

We Mis we 
in) t 


rious 


thou do ſo, the Nations will ſay, Tha 


to. their enemies, becauſe thou waft ni 
able to ſave them ; and what wilt th 


I chooſe in this caſe, to conclude again 
ſuch a fear as this, with the Wife 


Object. But what Security have 
againſt a total Rejection, more than ii 
Seven famous Aſiatick Churches of « 

bad, to whom John dedicates eſpeciu 


towards thoſe old Churches, as well 


tremendous. Yet I take it as a v 
Error only, (tho ſo commonly affertd 
even by great Divines) that a the 
ver Aſiatic Churches are entirely q 


| 


\ pled ; altho' I readily grant, that ſome of ß 
ord ese Churches are indeed totally, for 
i preſent, caſt off, and all of them 
? | , Miſcrably ignorant and corrupted. But 
"SS Uachurch all places over-run ith 
aft „en wu We 
-1+ or and Superſtition, (as all the Gre- 
eren Churches now are) or to think, 
again at when God has ſo remarkably kept 
vie the Profeſſion of Religion, in ſome 
, _ WE thoſe places, there is, notwithſtand- 
cce WE no Seed of Grace, or Spark of Pie- 
1 7 remaining in the Hearts and Lives of 
„Ich poor and weak Chriſtians, is a 
retch too great for Chriſtian Charity 
_ id (allow or admit of. And yet, if 
„ Nis were granted, (which I think none 
Wn) that there is not the leaſt Grain of 
Wrious and true Piety among them: 
De muſt ſtill hopefully conclude, that 
od ſeems to intend the revival of the 
Woſpel again, in thoſe parts, in due 
me, where he has ſo wonderfully con- 
nued the Chriſtian Profeſſion, But 
Wow, for proof a this, 1 888 
is not wholly extinguiſhed in a i 
D oſe Afratick „He, I refer the — 
Reader to Sir Paul Ricaut's Account of re. of 4 
hem : which I had further confirmed churches, 


1 uti 


54 


The Rod, or the Sword. 
to me by a worthy Gentleman who ut: 


his Fellow-Traveller into thoſe parts furt 
ON. 


1 


And truly, when we conſider hoot < 
exactly both the Promiſes and Threat aſt, of 
nings, made to, or againſt thoſe Chu! the 
ches, ſeem to quadrate with their pre fe. 
ſent ſtate, it ſeems not a little confirm bey, 
ing to our Faith. RS UL 

If it were not for fear of ſwelling th ne 70 
Paper, by too long a digreſſion, I wouli Ver 
be at ſome pains to ſhew, how remar k be. 
bly the Propheſie is literally fulfilled u Hd b 


the Event: but this will be but a ples Apa 


ſant diverſion, to compare the Secon 10US 


and Third Chapters of the Revelation unde 


with the Second C hapter of the fore. cite: I alſo 
e Boot 


FP. 

11 
» 
1 


Tbe Rod, or r the Sword, 


10 wallWook : * therefore 1 leave this hint to 
parts! further purſued by private Medita- 
to uon. Only, I ſay farther, that hereby 
, an have received more pleaſure and ſatiſ- 
at tl ction, than in all the ſme-ſpun A/e- 
ced H Norical Gloſſes of ſome learned Men, who 
Thre Interpret this myſtically to repreſent 


- FIG 


lade various States of Religion, in the 


DarkW&veral Ages of the Chriſtian Church, to | 


reſt ¶ Ihe end of the World. 


era But 2. I fay further, in Anſwer to 
His ObjeRtion : That the Caſe of the 
H/atick, and other Primitive Churches, 
r hoi hat either are, or ſeem to be totally 
reg Haſt off, is vaſtly different from the State 
Chu f the Reformed Churches , fince the Rex 
r pr Normation, in this reſpect; that whereas 


nfirm bey fell in with the increaſe of Anti- 


lriſtian Defections, we are now under 
g thihe real decreaſe of that Intereſt, what- 
oer the preſent poſture of things ſeem 


obe. Thoſe ancient Churches were ruin- 


d af d by that contagious and prevailing 
R-4poſtacy from the Truth, which by va- 
oY rious ſteps over-ran the Chriſtian World, 
ation | Papal Uſurpations, and ſo fell 
£5+o/@allo under the Laſh of thoſe ſevere 


Book il 24 * 
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enſatic 
not 
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judgments which God raiſed up againſt 
lock as worſhipped the Beaſt and hig 
Image, ſuch as the Saracens and Tur ts. 
But on the contrary, the flouriſhing of 


the Reformed Churches, is in a time pla 
when the Papal Power is ſenſibly decli.Wether!: 
ned, and the Turkiſh Empire exceeding.Mnoſt 

ly weakned : So that the Inſtaucei ey ha 
brought from the defection and deſer. Nem, 
tion of the Primitive Churches, are noi pmmi 
parallel to our Caſe, neither quadrat few o 
with our State, in theſe and our Neigh-ong 
bouring Nations, ſo as to give us ane Go! 


Juſt grounds of fear, as to God's a 5 re 
off the Reformed Churches. ere 
ile, 
Aui 
re I 
d cor 
true 
led 1 
0 Ch 
el he 
tion 
wor 


d P. 


Object. But we are not without In 
Hances of the ſame ſort , ſince the begu 1 
weakning of the Papal Intereſt and Power; 
as in the removal of the Goſpel from ſeve. 
ral Cities in Italy, and the Spaniſh Ne 
therlands ; but ſpecially in the Un 
churc hing of the famous Church of Bo 4 
hemia. 1 

Axſw. Tho' it hath blend God tolf 
deal thus ſeverely with Churches, ſome- 
times — * of Sovereignty, that we 


may 


3 The Rod, or the Sword. 57 | 
2ainſWey ſee and tremble at ſuch aweful Di. 
d hiWnfations ; yet the Inſtances adduced 
urg not prove the thing intended: For 
ng of to the recalling the Goſpel from ſome 
time v places in Italy, and the Spanifþ 
decl. r herlands, the Caſe does not quadrate 
ding.Wnoſt in any thing with ours: For 
ance ey had rather the Goſpel offered unto 
Jeſer. Jem, than ſetled among them; all its 
e not ¶mmiſſion being (as it were!) to call 
drate few of God's Secret Ones out from 
eig ong them; which end being effected, 
ame Goſpel had done its work, and ſo 
iſting es recalled. So that thoſe places 
ere the Goſpel did ſhine for a little 
While, (as at Lucca, &c. in Italy, and 
t I Antwerp, &c. in the Netherlands) 
Begu ere never brought to any ſuch fixed 
ower; Id continued Church-ſtate, as to bear 
ſeve. true analogy to the State of Churches 
Ne. led in a Succeſſion of Church - Officers 


En 


D Church-Members, wherein the Go- ( 0 
Bo el has been handed down from Gene- N 
tion to Generation, and ſo become in- 


— 


wa 
4 4 4 6 


 Mrwoven with their other Properties 
d told Priviledges 
ome- e 15 


it we But, 
may} 
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But, I confeſs, the inſtance of thi 
Church. of Bohemia is more cogent, ani 
of more aweſul reflection to her Siſteſ 
Churches. And yet I ſee no juſt grounf 
hence, of tearing the like, as to God 
Churches in theſe Nations, fince Gali 
has done fo much for us already, an 
placed us in ſuch Circumſtances as wi 
are now under, 1n calling us to aal ur pl 
up in defence of the Truth, againſt ſuc 
wicked Antichriſtian Enemies, as we al 
now conflicting with. For howeval 
aweful God's Providence may ſeem u 
be, in Unchurching that famous Bran 
of the Slavonick Churches, yet it is u 
ther to be eſteemed an Inſtance of God 
Sovereignty, than any leading Preſage . Mat ion 
other Churches : for particular Inſtance Moes | 
of this kind are not concluſive with uf Ne: 1 
ſpect to others. All therefore that cal 

inferred hence is, that God may, | WS... 
his Sovereignty (if ſo it pleaſe him 
deal thus with other Churches; which 1 
none make any queſtion of : but th 
God hereby ſeems to forewarn othe'| 
Churches of the like Judgment awaiting 
them, is what we have no rational che 
ground to fear, that I ſee. So a Rnce 
: 2 7 ol 


ter al 
lid do 
p as 
ature 


1 


he pr 
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of thif 


ter all, I think the Propoſition I have 
es, id down, is rational, and founded up- 
oſt. as ſure grounds, as a thing of this 


God 1 5 . 


© Gol 
„ ani 
as Way 
ſtanl 
ſt ſuc] ö Þ 
ve a 
weval 
em ti \ aud 
Bran His Propoſition is not a little con 
1 ra firmed, from the illuſtration of 
God YN he preceding : for ſince Judicial Indu- 
ſage ation, and hardneſs of Heart uſually 
tance toes before God's total rejeCting a Peo- 
ith hie: if it be proved, that God does not 


P R 0 P. II. 


ur preſent Dilemma flows not hence ; 
That God's Threatnings are Abſolute 
and Decretory, ſo as to be followed 
with Judicial Induration. 


at cllhreaten us with total rejection, we may 
a) Mationally conclude, that there is no 
i ground to think that we are under a- 
6 ſſtroke of Judicial Induration this 
=). £0 | | 15 
other | . ſince the proof of this Pr OpO- 
tion alſo, may ſtrengthen our belief 
f the former, ( ſeeing where this Evi- 
Rnce of total rejection is abſent, we : 
| - 


* 

% 
N 
„ 


y , 


Q 


aitin w 
tional 
) that 


may be ſatisfied, that Roy is no f 
thing deſigned againſt vs) I ſhall thee 
fore conſider what may be confirming 
this way. | 1 
Now this will appear more than pro 
bable ; it we conſider the many po 1 
and praying Souls, who yet remain thy 


ve ma 

t leaſt 
ho | 
elves | 


vg E 


Day, and who ceaſe not to impo Ane 

God for Mercy to a ſinful People. un Ws . 

in the Caſe of Sodom, and be Site nad 
Churches, God would have ſpared then E 

( notwithſtanding their monſtrous Sin . a f 

_ * and Abominations) If but ten rightenl Pinne 
perſons had been found therein. The ſee 1 
ſurely we have reaſon to hope, the were 

the Judgments threatned againſt us ar Deut) 

not abſolute and decretory, ſince wal 2 re 
have reaſon to hope, That there are ail q mign 

| leaſt Ten thouſand godly and truly rei 3 
gious Perſons, yet left among us in the ſo I, 

x King, 19. Nations. For if in the days of Elijal ea 
when there was ſach an aui verſal defectinl 4 js th 

of Iſrael to Idolatry, that the Proph N 
Chap.18.4. thought he was the alone Surviver i * * 
the true Prophets, God had yet reſer 2 


ved to himſelf, Seven tbouſaud that ba 
not ſwerved from God's Inſtitutions : 
fay, if the Caſe was thus then, ſurely 1 


"Te R Rod, or Me n 61 
ve may rationally hope, that there are 

t leaſt double that number ſtill among us, 

ho have been careful to keep them- 
elves free from the Defections and reign- 

Wog Evils of theſe Times wherein we 
ive. 


5 , And to me allo it is an hopeful 6 ign 
01 urg his way, to conſider the Piety of many 


i 4 young Perſons growing up, who may 
We Þ- infrumena to hand down Religion 
to a future Generation, 1 could indeed 
3 wiſh for more of this, as being ſorry to 
ee ſo many. on the other hand as it 
q were wholly given up to wickedneſs : 
Wbut yet, as | remember of no Generation 


- od 2 reformed, but ſtill the old Saying 
f | take place therein, Oi 7Avioves 
rad 1 x90, That the worF? are mofi numerous : 
74 Wo 1 would not wholly deſpiſe the Day of 
b „ ſmall things; but rather hope yet, That 1 
p 251 9 Jas the new Wine i found in the Cluſter, 
fe 1 and one ſaith deſtroy it not, for a Bleſin 
4. 1 in it; ſo the * will be pleaſed to + 
ni r his Servants ſake, that he may 67 de- 


ο them all. 
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Dilemma flows not from hence neither, that | 
God s 


The Rod, or the Swor 
ene te ane 
P R. 0 . III. I g udicia, 
Our preſent Dilemma lands in this: 22 ; Fer 
ther God's Threatnings of ſevere Judgę |; 7. 
ments again} us, for ſome definitt,,;, 
Time, be abſolute as to the ThingW1,1;14; 
 threatned, tho admitting, of mitigatim ſtar 
and * or whether it be awe . ſup] 
conditional. Pups 1 
| 3 pt on 
IAving in the former Propoſition im, 
ſhewed wherein our n and 
ma does not ſtand, I have adventured to u 
ſhew its true Riſe and Original in this Her 
Therefore having proved, that it doe ich 
not ſtand in this; That there are am pre 2 
juſl Grounds of imagtning, that we are in deed 
hazard of being totally ca off : | 5 This 
this being manifeſted , ,it will plainly} 1 the 
follow, That the threatned Judg ments re. zſcov 
Jpeit only a limited time: So that chere | Er vec 
was no need to propoſe this of new, or i ve! 
proſecute it further, And again, I hope farch 
it may appear by the Second Propoſi - YOulc 
tion, as more than probable, That our | a 


The Rod, or the Sword. 
od's Threatnings againft us are ſo abſo- 
ie and decretory, as to be followed with 
adicial Induration upon us. 
„ Baut after all this, the Dificalty that 
"mains, runs between theſe To Things, 
iz. Threatnings that are indeed in the 
5 ain, Abſolute and Decretory, tho yet 
Vg amitting of Alleviations as to the Cir- 
ation umſtances of the things threatned, upon 
whol) e /uppofition of Repentance , and Threat- 
gs that are wholly Conditional, ſo a 
Wt: only to admit of alleviations and miti- 
ition;Wtions, but + ap wholly to be ſuſpend- 
ilem-WW/ and averted, upon the ſuppoſition of Re- 
ed to Nentauce and Reformation. | 
this: Here ſtands the Anuot of the Queſtion ; 
does hich for my part, I dare not adven- 
e am Ihre any poſitive reſolution of. And 
are ix Indeed, who is there that can do it ? 
I fay, This being a Secret reſerved in the Breaſt 
ainly f the moſt high, and one of thoſe un- 
7s F. ¶ covered Myſteries, which he hath re- 
ZErved to himſelf , and which therefore 
were over-bold and curious for us to 
arch after raſhly. And tho' my hopes 
Would incline me to think, God's 
t our Fhreatnings againſt us to be altogether 
Wonditional ; and upon the other _ 
tac 
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the inſtance of the Iſraelites mentioneſ 
by Exetiel, in this his Twenty fir 
Chapter, would tend to increaſe ny 
fears: yet none of theſe being conch 
five, I dare make no poſitive Judgment 


_—_ TI EE ISS 


of our Caſe and Circumſtances th 1. F 
way; but muſt leave it to be a DilenWath B. 
ma, the parts whereof hang as the twill 
Scales of a Ballance in ſuch an Equil 2. / 
rio; that it is not eaſie to judge, whidWr. 
of them does ſo much as ſeem to pref : 
ponderate. However, this may poliſh And 
bly. receive ſome light from what nae/icit 
mains yet to be diſcourſed of: An ath be 


ions 
Te ma! 
Bey 


c ou 


therefore proceed to the next Head. 


7 * Second Head is: What are 9 


Grounds of a rational Enquiry, into a 


1 like to be, or from what Topicks may u 4 tb. 

adventure to conſider our preſent Stath 
and the tendency of things among ns if And, 
this time. Goc 
| Wt fo; 


la Anſwer to which, I ſhall 2 te Dil 
impartially to conſider, both what ſeem er · ru 
Promiſing and 7 breatning ig our Cash dence 
And in my Enquiry into this, waving 
Prophetical Indications , (Which wou 1 


* 
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ead me too far out of the way, and 
y firlyhich 1 therefore leave to a Diſcourſe by 
fe mi erf) I ſhall confine my ſelf to theſe 
nch wo 7opicks of Argument, viz. 

58 thi 
Dilen 
ge tui 
Eguil 
Which 
O pre 
ar 1 
: Af 
lead. 


tion al. 


1. What God's way in his Providence 
ath been tous. And, 


2. What our way bath been towards 
im. | 


And 1. It is worthy our moſt ſerious 
efietion, to conſider, What God's way 
ath been, and is with us, in the Diſpen- 
tions of his Providence, Which that 
re may, conſider impartially, we ſhall 
fled, both on what is promiſing and 
couraging, and what is territory and 
a threatning, aſpect. 


zre ti 
'0 whit 
may ui 
Stat 4 
7 464 
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how remarkably God hath defeatull | 


The Rod, or the Sword, 


To this end, may we not obſervel For 


videnc 


the many Plots and Conſpiracies ot Ene! e 0 


mies. He hath taken the Politzck an 0461 
Wiſe in their own Crattineſs, and turm Huture 
ed their Counſels head-long, ſo that thel 


Hands have not been able to perforn Wo /#25 


Poe ye; 
their Enterprize. | Our Enemzes Hau — 

been taken in the Gizs and Snares they But 
laid for others; and in the Pits which nentit 


they digg d for us, they themſell 


Fe car 
have fallen. Of which we have man 1% 0 
and thoſe freſh and recent Inſtances. , vi. 
And as Gcd hath often turned of en 
Enemies Wiſdom into Fooliſhneſs, Ane 
hath he often converted their Streng Fight! 
into Weakneſs, by breaking their Fori me ( 
both Zy Sea and Land. The total Met c 
dactian and Conques? of Ireland, the Sil ot be 
ling the Tumults and Inſarrecti ' Jur w. 
Scotland, and the late Sea-Vidory, a. * if v 
ſo many Evidences of the Divine f eit; 
vour and Goodneſs yet towards us, et in 
ought to draw out our Hearts in gra At it 
ful Acknowledgments „and encourage Ing o 
us to hope {till in our God for furt an t 


Receipts of Mercy. ein 
rd azthfu 


The Rod, er tbe Sword: 


For what are all theſe gracious Pro- 


ſerve 


featul pidences, but ſo many Opportunities put 

" Enci nto our hands, in order to our further 
k an] ſtabliſnment and Settlement for the 
turn future: which ſeems not unreaſonably | 
Fs 0 ſag gelt to us, That the Lords T. boughts | 
r forn 


Hel Thoughts of Peace towards us. 


Fay 
) th But, ( 2.) W hatever upon the fore- 
Which $ nentioned Accounts ſcems promiſing, 
nel e cannot be ſo partial as not to reflect 
mam id on fome Things in God's preſent 


es. Providences, that look with a guite dif- 


d f Fient aſpect. 

s\s, A And, in the firſt place, 1s it not 
77. ightful to conſider, for how long a 
Ford 


Ime God hath ſeem'd ro deſert our Pub. 


tal iy ek Councels and Conduct? Have we 


he Sti 10 
ions 


TY, | Pit we were blind and had no Eyes to 


ine 14 eit; yea, and to miſs it too? whilſt 
us, er in itſelf it is ſo very eaſie and plain, 
"Wat it is a wonder we ſhould wander fo 
ng out of ir. For what is more plain, 


furthe an that our Secarity ſtands, in encou- 


aeing and truſting the beſt and moſt 
azthful Perſons ; even ſuch, who both 
F 2 from 


ot been ſuffered hitherto, to grope for 
ur way, as it were, in the dark, and 
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from a Sence of Duty and Intereſt itlel, 
muſt needs be careful and induſtrious to 
promote the Security and Sertlement ol 


A hoſe,with whom they themſelves are in. 


ſeperably lin{d,lo as to ſtand or fall with 
them: whereas the acting other wiſe, as iti 
diſpleaſing to God, ſo may indeed lock 
like an Infatuation from God, elpecily 
if long perſever d in. 

And may it not alſo be obſerved o 
this purpoſe, how unaccountably remiß 
we are, in improving the Occaſions the 
Providence puts into our hand for our 
own Eſtabliſhment, The Men wholf 
ſeek our Ruine, and have over and 
over attempted it, tho delivered oftner | 


Anc 


Ction 
4 bly Fa 


bis Ore 
ernal 
tho! 
alas ! 
they r 
tion 
Put tC 
Pewail 
I n 
o {m 


N J mino 


That { 
many 


than once into our hands, are by an 2. Their 


paralell d Clemency ( which I pray God, 
may not prove fatal to us) let go, to 
attempt again the paepetration of for. 


[lighting of Pp ni l fear 
truſting to our ſelves; ſo is no final f 
Diſcouragement to all 


and more eſpecially to thoſe whoſe Works + 
and Office eſpecially calls them to be 41. 


unt and ſerviceable to the Government | 
this way. 


good Subject q 


1 | 
ä 4 5 

Pg > + 
* 


And fs 
1 
£ *; 


% 


uch 
Work 
mine 


u bilſt 

25 
ro 

Ne N 


g The Rod, or the Sword. 
itſel, And ſurely it is matter of fad refle- 
ous to Mction to conſider this Day, how remark- 
ent bly the Spirit of God i withdrawn from 
ire in. s Ordinances, notwithſtanding our ex- 
with ternal Liberty. 1 confels we are not 
as iti M ithout ſome Iuſtances this way : But 
look Alas! theſe are fo few and rare, that 
cially Whey make but an inconſiderable Exce- 
tion from this ſad Truth; which is 
ed to Put too well known, tho' not enough 
emis pewaild by ſerious Chriſtians. 
that ] muſt needs allo add, as matter of 
r our o ſmall concernment , that it looks 
who Wminous to the Fabrick of our Zion, 


and What God hath of late hewed down ſo 
ftner Wnany of our eminent Pillars, who by 
n un. heir Prayers and Endeavours were fo 
God, nuch aſſiſting to the carrying on of the 
o, to Work of the Goſpel. Alas ! how many 
for - 2 minent Miniſters, and uſeful C hriſtians . 


ike 14 have of late been called off the Stage, 


ecure Whilſt few riſe up to fill their rooms. 


{mall bas the righteous periſh , and none lay 
jects, e to heart, neither conſider that they 
Vorks Pre taten away from the evil that is to 
> aſſi- Wome, 

ment 


* 
BE 
1 1 
7% 


And 


* 
* 7 
* 
1 
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70 
| And 
But, 2. As there are both good ani Jonſide 
bad Symptoms in our Cafe, from the lready 
Conſideration of God's way toward prmats 
us: ſo let us reflect alſo impartially, heir L 
on what of theſe is to be found in o. 4 
Carriage towards God. . 5 erſ 
Weis, a 


And, Cr.) As I would improve ve M 
every Beam of Hope that I find encou.'i od, t 
raging this way; ſo I can't but with he H. 
Pleaſure reflect Wen theſe 7 bings follow. 00d 
ing. viz. 4 aken 

How readily in the firſt place our Office 
Repreſentatives in Parliament did concurs Y ales 
wu Their Majeſties, in granting a free Partie 
Liberty to Conſcientious Diſſenters from nent 
the preſent Conſtitution of the Church 14 Ferro 
England, to ſerve God in that Way Wt 
which they reckon moſt Pure and E,“ d, 
vangelical. For ſurely the Undoing and L have 
Repealing of heavy Penal Laws, on the bat 
fore mentioned Account, was a very bat 
ſuitable Return to the great Mercies *. 
received in the wonderful Deliverance 4 ef 
which God had wrought for us all in ? 
common 3 a little before. i 


it's 


35 
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And next, it is very encouraging to J 
Jonſider, how far Their Majelties have 
ready concerned themſelves in the Re- 
prmation of their People, by emitting 
ially, heir Declarations, for the Diſcountenan- 
in i ing and Puniſhing Vice and Inmorality 

"Rr Perſons of all Ranks. This is, I con- 
Mc, a hopeful ſign of good to us: and 


d and 
n the 
ward 


prove | 


ve may ſay of it, Bleſſed be the Lord 
ncou. Pod, that hath put ſuch a thing as this in 
wit # Heart of the King aud Queen : only 


good Men could with, that care were 
Wen to act accordingly, by ſuch whoſe 
WD Hice it is, to {ce the Laws in ſuch 
Caſcs more univerſally , and more im- 
| free partially executed, for the encourage- 
fronll ent of them that do well, and the 
ch 974 errour of them that do ill ; That ſo f 5 
way aagment might be no more cn backs ver. 1 
id Ef ard, nor juſtice ſtand afar off : For we 
> an I have yet too much reaſon to complain, 
n the i bat truth is fallen in the ſtreets, and 
very bat equity doth not enter; yea, that he 
reics at departeth from 9 maketh him- 
ance elf a prey. But yet, tho' our Caſe 
11 in were ſuch, That there were no man, nor Ver. 16. 
|= Zrterceſſour, God may notwithſtanding 
wort for bis Names ſake, and his arm in 
F 4 due 


blen. 
a 1 


D out 
oncur 1 


And 


5 
7 2 


Ver. 19. 


Ver. 20, 


Ver. 21. 


Ver. 18. que time, bring ſalvation : tho in ih 


from Heft to Eaff. For when the ene. 


2 rit of the Lord ſhall lift up 4 ſtandari 


and unto them that turn from iniquities in 


The. Rod, or the Sword. T 
nour : 
all find 
And 
ther 
J Agr 
dus MN 
nt Pe 
r if 
Rf amil 
t hop 
Jacob. And then ſhall God's Covenant 1 1 Pea 
ſo eſtabliſhed with us, as not to depan at thi 

out of our mouth, nor out of the mouth ii 1 
our Seed, nor out of the mouth of ou 
Seeds Seed , from henceforth and 2 
ever. 

The Proclaiming and Obſerving a Ne. J eſent 
zional onthly Faſt, in order to implore 
rhePrvine Preſence with, and Aſſiſtane But, 


nean time he will undoubtedly repay hi 
adverſaries according to their deeds; 
that ſo men may learn to fear the Lord 1 


my fhall come in like a ſſood, the $0 


againſt him. Aſter which we may hope, 
that the Redeemer ſhall come to Zan 


= 


to our Armies and Fleets, may juſtly be e for 
reckoned alſo as a promiſing ſign m 
Good to us: for may we not hope nee 
God intends further to bleſs us, when A fr 
Fs ſtirs up our Rulers, and the Natio® En t 
„ ganeral thus far to own him, in im-. Mer C 
Te his Favour, both as to archer 
P roteition, "Condutt, aud Succeſs : ſince 


lie hath promiſed to honour thoſe that 
honor 
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nour him , and that fuch as ſeek him 
And may I not add to all this, as a 
rther promiſing Sign, the happy @nion 
Agreement entred into by many ſe- 


2 Hi 
fee 4 7 1 | 
Lor f q 
ene. 4 g 


Int perſwaſions in and about Zondon: 


Family, Church, or Nation, may we 
t hope that nion is a Sign of Security 
Peace. Only it were to be wiſh'd, 
Wat this happy Deſign of Ynion were 
re univerſally carried on among all 
od Men of all Denominations and 
d for rſwaſtons. But alas! we may ſooner 
i for this, than hope to {ee it, in this 
eſent degenerate Age. 
plore = 8 | 3 
/tanc: But, (2.) Whatever Encouragement 
ly be e fore-mentioned Particulars afford us, 
m led on the other hand, to caſt 


when Wd frightfa/, which I am afraid may 
Jatin m too juſtly to preponderate the tors 
im- er Conſiderations. | 

rther ; 
ſince 
that 
nour| 


a 
* 


And 


us Miniſters and Chriſtians of diffe- 


r if Diviſion be a Preſage of Ruine to 


e eye aon things more ' unpleaſant 


* 


73 


The Rod, or the Sword. 


And here, being my ſelf no Polit 
cian, and not pretending, to underſtanf 
the Reaſons which ſway Sovereign Prin 
ces and States in their more nyſteriai like 
Aftings, 1 ſhall therefore paſs by ſucd ford, 
things here, as moſt Men are too prong 1 
raſhly to judge of, and ſhall only Hines 
fle& upon thoſe Things that I am fu arkne 
are very ſad and dreadful 1 eir D 
our preſent ſtate. And 

And in the firſt place, how dreadidl s inc 
a thing 1 is Atheiſm at this time, in tb be. 
great advances and progreſs thered ns d 
even in the midſt of the Light of td Wt e 
Goſpel 2 How univerſally Tout thü e Pa 
Contagion ſpread itſelf amongſt ade 
Ranks and Degrees of Men? An Huver 
eſpecially amongſt thoſe who pretenWhich | 
to an higher and more refined Wl. v. 
than others. So that thoſe who coul "x 
not ſwallow Popery, but faw thorougY 
its Impoſtures, have yer ſuffered then And 
ſelves to run headlong into this greatih 


1 
DE of 
) uncir 
d all 


of Infatuations. But if Reaſon recoil uf | Pie 
the Breaſts of ſome, at the thoughts 1 Wy o 
Atheiſm 1 in its naked Dreſs ; yet with is da 


little refining Men can bring thei 3 
thoughts to admit of it, under the No able 
| tio , 


of Spinofiſm, or Deiſi, to the re. 
uncing the Principles of Chriſtianity, - 


Polit; 
rſ{tanf 


Fr nd all revealed Religion. This indeed 
HerioW ike to be the Condemnation of the 


7 ſuc] orld, that notwithſtanding the glo- 


Pron pus Light of the Goſpe/ , which now | 
ly r ines ſo clearly, Men do yet love | 
m luW-rkneſs rather than Light, becauſe | 


eir Deeds are evil. 
„And what ſhall I ay of the prodigi- 
readiu s increaſe of Profanity . Immorality, 
in t Debauchery, with which theſe Na- 
here ns do every- where ſo much abound, 
of tu t even Po pery „ Vea Mahomit aniſm 
h th d Paganiſm itſelf can ſcarce out- do us. 
pit ad do not imagine that we have been 
Ane uvered to do all theſe Abominations, 
retenhich we ſee daily committed amongſt 
4 wy ; Which are ſuch, as we may trace 
 coull:m even to the Church and Al- 
Yroupl. 1 : 


them And how fad a thing is it to obſerve, 


4 6 „ 

On (1 
7 
1 


Treats abt enmity to, and contempt of all ſeri- 
I 1 . 1 . 8 1 
coil f Piety and Religion, which fo univer- 


zhts y obtains in the Spirits of Multitudes 
withg is day, and which only wants an op- 
thei rtunity to put itſelf forth in Deeds 


q 
he NoWirable to its dn nature. How avow- 
al 


edly 


i 


plenty, round about us, is now Joa 


The Rod, or the Sword. 


q 
edly do many Men own their O e had 
tempt of all things ſacred, and th Fo 
hatred againſt all ſerzous Perſons , Head 
every thing that looks like the ti nian 

Practice of Genuine Religion. And fuiſth int 
ly, were the generality of England rig mar 
ly touch'd with a true ſence of God's WManiſ1 
cred Inſtitutions, they could not longWpning 
endure that horrid Profauation of man) 
Holy - Sacrament of the Lord's SupyWing © 
whereby it is proſtituted to carnal, re m 
cular, and ſelfiſh Ends : which is a t it! 
that continues to cry loudly for Venals tt 
ance upon the Land. ous 

But the contempt of the "Goſpel y in 


not only the Sin of thoſe, who operiÞm o 
avow their enmity againſt it: but my car 
juſtly be laid to the Door alſo of both 
who ſeem otherwiſe in their CarriaWngs 
and Deport, to ou and profeſs the ſan 4 K. 
The heavenly Manna rain'd down in (ul Fes Ju 

3 
and nauſeated by us: ſo that our Tab WW nar 
like to become our Snare, and our Be 
fings like to tend to our hurt, rain]! 


And to all theſe things, I cannot H wi 


add, how fad an aſpect it bears, tliſſÞtine 
damnable or dangerous Errors have row 


11 


_—_ 


e had fo formidable a Growth among 
For as groſs Arminianiſm hath over- 


/s, Mead a great part of the Nation; ſo 
1e t nianiſm hath not loſt ground, but 
nd ſuſ th inſinuated itſelf into the Minds of 
d i many. And of late, wild Antino- 
50%, aniſm hath been rampant, to the over. 
long ning the Faith, and even Judgment 
of iWM many, which hath been ſo far from 
Supi ing diſcountenanc'd by ſome, who 
nal, re moſt of all concerned to do it, 
is a t it hath had 200 many to blow the 


Nas thereof, to the reproaching the 
9 ilous Defenders of the Truth, as if 
s intended to ſet up the Law in the 


oat And what is this elſe, but 4 poor Lind 
abi narrow Spirit, or littleneſs or dwar- 
ur Be of Soul, by which all thoſe are 
rainy acted, who include all Reli. 
not BW within their own Iucloſures, and 
ö, ti fine the Catholick Church to the 
ye Wrow Limits of Communion , Which 

lat | 0 8 they 


/ 
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ples of the Oracles of God. If ſuch Pali 


| the Church in ge! and themſel»M 


and condition, if every proud andi ll 


7 +; as 7 
o 
ty 1 


WO /cnce 
[ſs as | 


The Rod, or the Sword. 
they themſelves, or their particu 
Pounders have ſet up: For whilſt tl 
Temper prevails, Faction and on | 
Conceit and Pride, Emulation and Fl 
vy, and Paſſion and Railing, will ti pron 


continue to be both the trouble : 1 tion: 


blemiſh of the Church. Y on, | 
anch 


Theſ 


And to wild and erroneous Principtl 
we may well add wild and zrregal 
Practices. We have Church-LevellM 
as well as State-Levellers, who turn 10 
Miniſtry into great Contempt, by ſettig 
up weak, ignorant, and illiterate Mel 


to be Teachers of others, who themſelo q 
ſtand in need to be taught the firſt Prin 


To 
aide. 
ly tl 
lake > 
by 
jeden 
nſide 


ter a 
th ſ 


all 
vent 
Wcly 
ile: 
pord 
Dass { 
dw, 


ſons were turned back to their prop 
Mechanical Employments, and ordered ti 
learn and give an account of their Cath 
chiſms , it were much better, both fi 


in particular. But how fad is our ſix 


rant Enthuſiaſt, ſet up for a Preach 
and be magnifted by a giddy, unſetli 
Crew of poor deluded Creatures, to bf 
acted ” the * becauſe he can ſpealf 


| Nonſenc 


— 
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ticuWWn/ence ond C onfuſion with as much Bold. 
t 185 as Ignorance. Et 

Str bes 

nd FA Theſe, theſe, are ſome of the fad 
ill HM ptoms of our preſent ſtate and con- 


le ation : which I might run out longer 
ancholy and ſad a Subject. 
ncipe _ | 
r eg | 1 
vellcr 
urn ti 
e Mall 
P rin 
ch Pal 
prop 
ered 
ir Ca! 


»fiderations of another king, particu- 
ly that of the late aſtoniſhing Earth. 
ate: But finding this Province Mana» 
d by others already, I purpoſely con- 
ed my ſelf to the Topicks I have been 


ter all, I leave what I have ſaid on 
th ſides to the impartial Reflections 
all Rrious and thinking Men ; not 
venturing my ſelf to determine poſi- 
oth H ely on either hand, but leaving it as 
nſelue Dilemma yet in terminis : What if the 
Ir {1,8 074 contemn even the Rod 2 However, 
d ig" paſs on to the Third and Laſt Head. 
reaching 

unſetled 
to b 


in (pea 
Vonſent 


The 


on, but that I am glad to get off fo. 


To all which, I might ſubjoyn ſome 


nſidering in this place. And now 


1 
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The Third Head is : What the þ 
mate is, that we are to make l thel 
Grounds, of our preſent State; and wh 
Prognoſtication may we thence humbly il 
fer, as to our future Condition. 


In Anſwer to this: Since I have nf 
ſolved not to be peremptory and deg 
matical , as to future Events of thi 
nature: I ſhall therefore only if 
theſe following Things, from what | 4 
been already argued, as including i 
them what an impartial Conſideratinff 
of the Premiſes, will, I think, ſuggeh 
to every ſerious and thinking Chriſt 
that will be at the pains to examii 
and apply the ſame. 


2 Ir 
at 1 


ing fi f 


Thi: 
as {a 
Ehich 
22t he 


W 3 


at no 


I. Inf. That what has been ſaid il 


E argue ſome good things to be ſtill A 
mong us, yet it plainly lets us ſee, thil 9 jew / 
theſe Nations are Full of fin. aſare 

To ſhew this, were to repeat WE his 
I faid but juſt now, undef the preaſ at h 


ding Enquiry : where, tho' we did rein an 
kon up both war was good and bad it im 
ou 


© - 5 
Pa bs 


Jently ſuch, as may demonſtrate the 
"WW rference to be very native and conclu- 
ire. So that ſurely we have reaſon 
ze watchful, and ſtrengthen the things 
bat remain, and that are ready to die 
3 Ta Works are not found perfect before 
x 


"* 


i tig 2 Inf. That our preſent Caſe argues, 
iger we are under ſame begun Degrees of 
at ug forſaken of God. . 
ling i 3 1 5 
erat This alſo appears plainly from what 
ſuggeggas aid under the preceding Enquiry ; 


riſtia Which therefore it were needleſs to re- 


camulWEat here. 


J laf That our preſent State is ſuch, 
at nothing can ſave us, but One of theſe 
po Things, viz. Either a. Miracle of Sove- 
e, tion Mercy, or a more than ordinary 
aſare of Repentance and Reformation. 

t Wu This is as a native Concluſion from 
; precat has been ſaid already, fo alſo cer- 
did rein and undoubted in itſelf : for I can- 
| bad it imagine, where we can find a Third 

ST MW. 7-—==—=- 


Pa 8 
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gur caſe ; yet the bad Symptoms are evi- 


\ 


Wan * N 7 3 
J : 2 k 
— 0 To N 
- by 
" 
£ 1 
A 
© - 
my 


way of Salvation beſides theſe. But thi] 


can be faved at all, it ever we be ſave 


mine, without ſpecial Revelation. 
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this Inference be in the general undenia WM, 10 
ble; yet it is a matter ſo weighty, that er 
I ſhall dwell on it a little, in order ti 
draw on towards a Concluſion of thifhiall; 
Diſcourſe. And in doing this, I ſhallW1arj 
diſtiactly conſider theſe Two Thing ar; 
whereby only we can expect Saba huſt 
tion. %%% .. 
The ( r. ) Way of Salvation, is bi 2 
the Sovereign and Extraordinary Mch g 
pearance of God further for us. Concei our 
ing which we may juſtly enquire, N rd 
ther we have any rationally probali&,: ag 
Grounds to expect to be thus ſaved. Ie ha 


Jo this I Anſier, That as it muſt bl 
in a way of Sovereign Mercy, that v| 


taking the word in its ordinary accept 
tion: ſo, Whether God will fave us 
a wholly extraordinary way, taking i 
word in a ſtrift and peculiar ſence, 
contradiſtin& from the more uſual V 
thod of Salvation, is a thing that is 9 
poſſible for any Man certainly to det 
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Yet, ſince the Queſtion i 1 not, If there 


} 
tho! 
ena. 
er toſf 

" thiil 4 
| ſhall | 
5 1900 1 | | 
dalval 


ere be any probable Grounds to expett 
alvation and Deliverance this way 1 


ular 
2 wal my Anſwer in 15 reſets, 
uſt be Negative, ſince I can fee no ra- 
onal ground of expecting any ſuch 
Ws: tho' I ain {ure [ thall heartily 
is bBWjoyce, if any Man can let me ſee any 
5 4 ch ground, or grounds of hope. But, 
nceuſ our Caſe be ſuch, as we may hope, in 
„H ordinary way, to be ſaved, if we re- 
roball J nt and thoroughly return to God, as 


nuſt 8 
that vi 
e (ave 
accept 
ew 
ing f 
ſence, 4 
ſual W 
at is l 
to det! 
5. 


[ know it may be Objefted to this, 
at we have beew hitherto ſaved by a 
continued Series of Wonders, nd by 


round, at leaft, . God" 5 appearing for 

thus il. 

But 1 Are That cho I gratefully 

Knowles) ge to God's * Praiſe, his re- 

* Appearafces for us hitherto: : 
i yet 


e any Certainty this way; but only, If 


all adventure to anſiver it more parti- 


e have before demonſtrated, I fee 20 
aſon we have to expect Miracles this | 


nal and extraordinary Appearances of 
1d for us : which may ſeem as a probable” 


7 


83 


84 


One of Iſrael, in his way and method iff 
working, ſince he often chooſes to appeai 


Sin to Righteouſneſs. But if all theſef 


that we have rather grown worſe under 


fering us to walk in our own ways, in 


The Rod, or the Sword. 
yet this to me, is ſo far from being aq 
Argument for our expecting the ſame 
or the like ſtill, that it makes me rather 
fear the contrary : For what was God 
End in all theſe things, but to lead uf 
in to himſelf, by a ſerious turning from. 


wa 
at K 
e 201 
r wa 
fely 

r his 


* TH 
have been ſo far from reaching that End, \crefo 


them, can we expect that God ſhouldi 
deliver ſuch a baſe and ingrateful People 
Nill> When therefore I conſider how p 
dreadful our Backſlidings and Apoſtaſe 
has been, and how we have for/akex ou, 
Rock and Strength, and made Lies ou 
Refuge; what can I think elſe, but 20 
God ſeems to be letting us alone, and ſuf-l 


order to convince us and the World 
how inſufficient all Creature aſſiſtanceſ 
are without him; that thus, if poſſible 
we may be led back again to himſelf, i, 
the way of Reformation and Repentanc 
This is my Sentiment of this matter; 
which yet I propoſe without any. poſi 
tiveneſs : For who dare limit the Hol 


in 
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n ways quite croſs to our thoughts, 
at he may ſhew us, that his thoughts 
De not as our thoughts, nor his ways as 
/ ways. However, this I think I may 


= his Names ſake; yet we have 10 
Perefore I proceed to the other way. 
Now the (2.) way of Salvation, by 


'copl: Which we ſeem to have moſt reaſon to 
hong pect a Turn of Affairs, is, by ſome 


oſtaſich we than ordinary meaſure of Repentance 


en ou d Reformation. 


es Concerning this weighty and mo- 
t tha entous Point, there are theſe Three 
nd. eſtions that may natively ariſe in our 
Vs, Winds, and are worth our moſt ſerious 
Vorl onſide rations, viz. Why an extraor- 
tance ary meaſure of Re pentauce and Re for- 
ſible tion 18 at this time ſo neceſſary ? Whes 
elf, ny .ch a meaſure of theſe may be now 
tan. 
latter g 
7 poſi 
e Hoh 
thod f 


appevl 
10 


order to the averting impending Fudg- 
nts Te . 


6 3 1 Queſt. 


| fely ſay, that tho'-God may thus work 


ional ground to expect thi, And 


ionally and probably expected? Aud 
at we muſt do in order to attain theſe, 
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1 Why an 3 mea 
Pi of Repentance and Reformation i af 
this time ſo neceſſary, in order to our fat 
ther and more A Deliverance 75 


Anſw. That ſuch a SR Ia of thel 
is neceſſary, ſeems to me to be beyonf 
debate, ſince our Remedy mufi bear pri 
portion to our Diſeaſe. And ſurely ouf 
Circumſtances appear to be ſuch, fronf 
, what has been ſaid, that we may ea 
conclude this to be neceſſary : Fol 
without ſuch a ſerious and ſpeedy tur 
ing to God, our Caſe i is the next ſtel A 
to be. deſperate, and we in hazard to bf 
yet farther forſaken of our God. And 
I pray God, that upon our continuing 
to neglect our Duty as to this, that vi 
fall not under that ſad and irrevocab f * 
Sentence, which the Jews of old weil 
under, That tho" Fob, Noah, and Dil 1 = 
ziel were to intercede for us, their Pray: 
would return into their own Boon 
again without effect. 1 deſi 
And do not God's Providences tht 
day eminently call for this? What el 
1s the Voice of God' 8 terrible Diſpen 


4 1 
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ions in Righteouſneſs againſt ſome of 
pur | Nezghbour Ghurches? What elſe is 
he Def gn and Scope of all thoſe various 
Providences we our ſelves meet with 2 
and for what End elſe, does God ſuffer 
pur Enemies to prevail and increaſe fo 


_thelWnuch as they do to this Day ? Surely 

eyondhis, if any, is the uſe we ought to make 

ar prot all thelc Things. 

ly our 

, fronds 2 Queſt. Whether a more than ordi- 

 eaſilh ary meaſure of Repentance and Refor- 

: Fo ation, may be now rationally or proba- 

tur expected 2 

xt ſte . 5 

J to bl Anfw. I ſnould be bold and prefum- 
ArnWtuous, if I ſhould be poſitive here. 


tinuinf 


hat 6 'Y faithfulneſs ſpeak What appears to me 


vocabi oft probable; leaviog it to ſerious 
0 weſſhnd ber Perſons to judge as they ke 
nd Diff&2100.. 

Pray«M ! ay "ER that tho! I know it is an 


Boſo x alie thing with God to produce ſuch 


ces thÞcnerality of Men of all ſorts, in order 
hat clo che averting of impen ding Judg- 
Diſpen|Apents : yer the Sins and Impieties of 
lin G4 a 


ROPE, * * 0 N 1 
- <3. * 
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0 8 7 ; 
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et upon the other hand, I cannot but 


Z deſirable frame on the Spirits of the 
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1 
the preſent Generation are ſuch „go 
make me not a little afraid, that wel dy tc 
are not like to fee ſuch an univerkalſi We cipice 
change as yet; tho, I queſtion not Mur $i 
many may be enabled to do this for their Srveſt, 
own particular advantage. | ay, 1 
And truly, I think, I am not with. ¶ be not 
out greund for this my fear, when , fer 
conſider, that 44 Attempts- this m Wptance 
have hitherto been in vain, and to lite Nay, 
or no purpoſe, And is not a# Advice Hr, w 
this way, ſtill mock? at by the genera m to 
lity.; ſo as the very naming it is ridi- t th 
cul'd as Cant ing. and the Thing itſelf, they 


Panaticiſm an Enthufiaſm. And when er 6: 
are there any to be found, that are ated MA. 


with any Publick Spirit this way, in afra 
order to carry on ſo good and neceſſary _ 
a Work, even among thoſe whoſe jel * 
it is to ſtir up others to ſuch Duties; 3 Ge 
the moſt, if not all, deſpairing of eff. 4 Writ 5 
ctuating ſuch an hard and ſeemingly | im- fea 
9 performance. Pope, 


Beſides all this, is not Wickedneß aks 


now come, as it were, to its & n andi but 
heighth, fo as we may ſay with _ Il fee 
enough, Omne in præcipiti vitium ſtetit; Sec 


chat t Wickednels is 3 ſo far, that i Y 
can 
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„ go no farther, except that it is 
it we ay to throw us headlong over the 


rerſalecipice of Ruine and Deſtruction. 


not * 
j5 1 


r Sins indeed ſeem to be ripe for the 
theit 


rveſt, and our Cup, if it be not al- 
dy, is near full; ſo that there ſeems 


with. 9 be nothing left us, but a fearful look- 
hen I for of Judgment, except ſpeedy Re- 


way, Nr ance do unexpettedly preſerve us. 
little 6 
dvict r, when the moſt part this day 
nera· Im to be under ſuch an /ufatuatzon, 


rid. Mt they 


Wt God, with whom the reſidue of the 
Writ is, may prevent and diſappoint 


y im fears this way. And I have reaſon, 
Pope, alſo, to conclude, that whatever 
dnek ¶oaks we may meet with, they will 
and but of a ſhort continuance, as we 


enſonſl ſee by and by, when we come to 


etit Ne Second Obſervation. 
IT EIT 


Nay, have I not reaſon for this my 


cn .; 3 Queſt, 
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Ae 3 Queſt. What we mut do, in ordi 


to attain ſuch a meaſure of true Repel par! 
tance and Reformation, as may give us oe ref 
couragement to hope, that God will yet We eit. 
vert his Judgments from us? rope 
e e | ice: 
Anſw. As neither our Fears nor Hop rcacl 
ought to be the Rule of our Duty : ¶M ive 
we ouglit to ſtir up our ſelves at er, it 
times to the performance of thoſe thing ouras 
which God requires of us, whatever ¶ our 
the Event. - Werccc 
And here therefore, beſides earneMcarar 
Prayers to God for this, without which e ou 
we can never expect it; we muſt ſern en te 
ouſly ſet our ſelves to walk more CH /; 
ſtiauly than we have yet done. And fofWpying 
this end we muſt heartily and humb mn 
acknowledge our fins before God. Mere r 
muſt make the Scriptures the Rule anf p. 
Directory of our Actions. We muſt a ay 
ciate our ſelves with the moſt wife au ell, 
ſerious Perſons. We muſt truft mori. 
to God and a Good Cauſe, than to Poi Cc 
Confederates, or any other Allies whatMiſpouſl 
| foever. We muſt lay aſide evil Cour ſho; 
cels and Counſellors, and employ pou Wazed 
72 e 1 


d faithful Men in Places of Truſt. 


ora tice muſt be diſpenſed and executed 
Repo partially and fairly. | The Clergy muſt * 


reformed, by purging out ſuch as 
e either notoriouſly corrupt in Doctrine, 
Wr openly vicious and ſcandalous in Pra- 


* HopaWhroach to that ſacred Employment, The 
ty: iverſities mult be regulated, and ſo- 
at ier, ingenious and ſtudious Perions en- 
thing Mouraged. We muſt ſtudy and endea- 


greed, and Charity and mutual For- 
arance in things wherein we differ: 


„0 all Men, eſpecially the more ſober 


e Chi gd ſerions Perſons who differ from us, 


\nd ſ y ing aſide all Paſſion, blind Zeal, Ca- 
umb mutation and Envy. And in ſamm, 
J. VilWre muſt be taken to encourage Vertue, 
ile and paniſh Vice; that the Government 


uſt a ay be truly a Praiſe to them that do 
iſe anfWec!!, and a Terrour to them that do 


Z mel. 
Popiſiſ 
5 What 
1 Cout 
7 goolf 
an 


ouſly minded and proſecuted in the Land, 
ſhould reckon I had reaſon to be encou- 
aged yet, as to our farther Deliverance 


Fice : All ſuch being a ſhame and re- 


tour Dion in things wherein we are 


e ought thus to manifeſt our Modera- 


Could I but once ſee theſe 7] hings ſe- 


from 
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ol fear, without aſſerting it perempto 


ſervation that it preſents us with: I hal 
therefore after all, leave it as a Dilemm il 
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from all the Attempts both of Frein 
aud Domeſtick Enemies. And that Goc 
may be pleaſed to pour down Auch 1 
Spirit more univerſally upon us, ſhall 
be my conſtant Prayer to Almighty 
God. But till this be, I cannot but bf 
juſtly apprehenſive, that ſome eminent 
Judgment is now hanging over us, ready 
to fall down upon us: And therefore if 
pray God, that he may lay it upon all 
our Hearts, to be careful to be found nF-9rdi! 
the practice of our Duty, whatever hap ereof 

n : for he that walketh urige 1 
walketh always moſt ſurely. ured 

But ſince [ only propoſe this as grouni rin, 


rily as certain, I leave it as ſuch here . 
yet as a thing that deſerves our moſt fol 1 
rious Reflections. It is enough for mel I 
that I have followed the Thread of 7; 
Text, and the Principal Doctrine or Ol 1 


What if the Sword contems even the Rod 
which if I have not a»riddled,yet I think 
have not obſcurely i/uſtrated ; but if 
have done neither, = Time will. © 


However 
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W However, I am loath to end fo ab- 
ptly, or leave the Reader with ſuch 
ach affliive and melancholly Idea of Things, 
ſhal that. which I have been laſt upon: 
ightj nd therefore I ſhall proceed to what 
ut Hay a little alleviate our ſorrowful Re- 
inent 
ready 
fore Ii 


rreig | 


t Gol 


iefly conſider a Second Doctrine or Ob- 
rvation , which natively reſults from 
Wc Anſwer to the preceding Queſtion, 
"cording to the preceding Explication 
Pereof. Which Obſervation will ſerve 
re as a Coronis, to what we have dif- 
Nurſed more largely upon the former 


"II 

2 "x 

gaotrine. | 
1 3 


Rod 7 
think 


it if 4 


Wevers 


ions this way: For which end I ſhall - 
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E (JBSERVAT. II. 


That however ſewerely G O D a; n 
threaten his Church and Peophl 
yea, though he ſhould give thi 
Sword 4 Commiſſion ſeverely i Y 
rage again$} them for a time 1 
yet uſually even bis moſt ſeverd 
Dealings with them, exceed nd q 
the nature of a F atherly Cha 
ſtiſement. 


ill he 


Say here, that uſually God's mol 
ere 


ſevere Dealings with his Peoplf 4 
exteed not the nature of Chaſtiſemen =, 
becauſe it cannot be denied, but tu 0 
God in his Sovereign Diſpoſal may ſon < 
times do otherwiie ; yea, and actual ſell c. 
hath done otherwiſe : as appears in ti gan 
Caſe of many of the old famous Aftatic hatſc 
and — Churches : of which re tl 

mal 


[ 


= The Rod, or the Sword. 95 
Wy now ſay, 2b; olim Eccleſia, ibi 
c regnat Barbaries : That where fa- 
ous Churches were of old, there Bar 


rity doth now take place. 
But to comfort our ſelves againſt 
h defolating and overturning Calami- 
,, I ſhall lay down Three Propoſit ions, 
c 11 hich may be ground of great Encou- 
'copl:Moecment to us, in the midſt of what | 
ve thMberwiſe looks very irighttul. 


time e l. 

ſevere ah: 5 5 
1M O D. will not totally caſt off his Church 
es d i» general. 

Chaß 


Hate ver come of particular Chur- 
ches, this is certain, that God 
8 mo 9 ill ha ve 4 C hurch ro ſerve him ſome- 
peop ere in the World: For Chriſt mui? 
mens, ill all bis Enemies be made his 
at ta tool. And we are ſure, That. the 
y ſem ch i ſo eſtabliſped, that the Gates of 
ctualH ell can never prevail againft it. Let 
- in ti gans and Idolaters, and all Enemies 
Aſatiꝗ ¶ hatſoever do their worſt ; yet it is 
ich re they ſhall never be able to root out 
ml —_ = " 
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their Statues and Triumphal Arches, wi / 


the Powers and Potentates that oppii 


auguſt Prophecies of Scripture, concert 
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the true Fearers and Seekers of | 9 the 
from the Earth: for God will hau aire 


Seed and Generation ts ſerve bin as lil 
as the Sun and Moon endure. And whi 
Satan and his Inſtruments have du 
their worſt ; yea, ſuppoſing them if 
carry on their Conqueſts as far as Di 
clefran did of old, fo as again to inſeri 


hen c 


fai 
ithout 
ling © 
dr etolc 
nd ol 
eding 
eer / 
rtain] 
hat th 
t han 
the 
the 


Delecto penitus C hriſtianorum N. omit 
Yet, after all, this Seed will increi 
and ſpring forth again, and the Sn 
cut out of the Rock without hands, nl 
in the end totally break and deſtroy | 


. 
r It 


| 
That whatever Troubles the Charch 77 
God may meet with for a time, yl ij 
there is a more flouriſhing and pro 
rous ſtate yet promiſed to it. 


pture, to interpret all the great a 


i} 


\ 1 


e the Glory of the Laſt Times, of what 
have ss alre dy paſt over the Church: For 
as ln Ken we find, in any Hiſtory, ſuch = 
wii fouriſping\ ſtate of the Church, as can 
> dai shout contention be reckoned the ful- 
em ling of what the inſpired Prophets have 
as Di pretold us: and muſt all their great 
nſcrifWnd glorious Deſcriptions of this ſuc- 
5, Wilccdiog State of the Church, paſs for 
mi neer Hyperboles, or Metaphors ? No, 
ncraW&rtaioly, they give us to underſtand, 
Sti bat the Stone cut out of the Rock with. 


6, : hands, will yer further increaſe and | 
roy the world; and that the Mountain 

op the Bord 's Houſe will be ſo eftabliſhed 
ve the Tops of all other Mountains, 
at all the Nations ivill flock unto it; 
d that the Kings of the Earth will reckon 
their greateſt Honour, to bring their 
ch lory into the New Ferufalem, for its E. 
> abliſhment, Security, and Peace. 
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That as we have reaſon to believe, th err tha 
God will not totally, nor finally caſt ie gel 
his Church in theſe Nations, whateuiWhis ca 
their Troubles may be; ſo we haiWnnot 
round to hope, that whatever ou 
Troubles be, they will be but of a ſhun be 
continuance. ES Ti; 


FE firſt part of this Propoſitiol 

that we have no reaſon to fear 
total or final Rejection, was le rgely hauf 
dled above, and I hope fatisfactorily 18 L 9. 
ſo; and therefore I ſhall ſuperſede fayi 
ing any thing further to it in th 
place. 

But as to the other part of the Pri 
poſition, That our Troubles will proba, eff 
be but ſhort ; it may not be amiſs 1M 
conſider, upon what ground ſuchan hop hanv 
is founded. And to me, it ſeems uff / 
afford hope this way, ro conſider . rh te e 

Whatever Advantages the Papa! Ca hich 
may gain here or there, yet in the gene 
ral it is @ falling Intereſt, which in tis 

f mai 


ve m. 


ain is f decaying. And 
oJ am afraid the duration of the An- 
chriſtian Kingdom may be much lon- 
„ thier than ſome Writers make it; yet in 
caſt ¶ Me general we may conclude, that even 
is cannot be long. And ſurely, we 
Wnnot imagine, that the promiſed in- 
Wreaſe and extent of Chriſt's Kingdom 
In be very far of, after the ſweet and 
wourable prelude thereof, which we 
De have ſeen : For can we imagine, that 
„od will wholly loſe the Honour of the 
eat Things which he hath already 
one fer us; which certainly he would 
the Ey es of an unthiuting World, if 
ee Seed ſown ſhould lie under the Clods 
uch longer than the uſual time, with- 
Nat any appearance of the Spring; for 
en would our fidels ſay, This is 
me to paſs, becauſe God was not able 
effectuate what he had begun. And 
Wer all this, can we imagine, that the 
any Prayers put up for this, will {tilt 
main to be unanſwered. Beſides, that 
e encouraging Preſages and Hopes, 
Which many dying Saints have gone to 
eaven with, were not put into them, 
e may be ſure, 1 Spirit of God 
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a time to be under the prevailing powell 
of a Deluſſon, is what I dare not admij L 


leave of this Subject, when 1 have tal 
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in vain : and to think that God woll q 


ſuffer them in ſuch a way, and at ſud I 
4 


[ 
And. 


reful 1 


the kth of. J e ſeri 
| Fer 
And now having adduced theſc ral our 
couragements here, I ſhall take myſerd 7 


before the FOES a brief Werd of AY 


vice and Counſel, v ith u hich ſhall cor Mm 
clude. . i 
q maid 


And here, ſince we have ſeen our} 
Danger, we may eaſily conclude . our 


wah For in the frſt place, we mui fe, 
be ſure, whatever happens to be found wes 1 
in the Camp of Cbriſt, taking part with may 
the Church,” and thoſe that befriend ev: 


that Intereſt, leſt being at any tim N Lor 


found ſtragling from thence , or in the eas 
Camp of the Babyloniſh Whore, by ou res 

Partakers of her Sins, we tds wal 'l I 

her zalnuu, 5 _ 
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oull | And then in the next place, let us be 


ſudſreful to be found in the Practice of our 
Wey, doing thoſe things that as Chri- 


dm gans we are engaged to do, and with 
e ſerious diſcharge of which we can 
oer be diſpenſed. Wherefore, let it 
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> En our conſtant care to fear God, and 

e m in awe of his Judgments ; that 

e la hen, with Fehoſhaphat , we fear the 2 chron. 
Ard, and ſet our ſelves to ſeek him, we 20. 3. 
con ay come to get ſuch a return from 


dd, as he got, Not to be afraid nor ver. 13. 
aid at the multitude of our enemies, 
n our Ncauſe the battle is the Lord's. Let us 
> . our ife our ſelves from all filthineſs of 
multi e fleſp and ſpirit , by waſhing our 
found ves i» the Blood of the covenant, that 
t with may be clean: and by putting away 16. 1. 16 
friend evil of our doings before the eyes of 
tim Lord, that ſo we may ceaſe to do evil, 
in tht! learn to do well. Let us bumble our 
Lein ves under the mighty hand of God, 
alſo (pt we may be exalted in due time: 
even an Ahab was regarded for ſo 1 King. 21, 
rs and the Heatheniſh City of Nine- *7 77 
, had its ruine, on this account, ſu. Jom 3% 
And ed and protrafted. And famous was 
e Inſtance of this fort in the —_ 
ö | 2 


vor 12 Nod, or the Sivord. | 
aa. of Joſcab. whoſe Humiliation and Fi 


3& 27 ang was ſo acceptable to God, as to prof J f 0¹ 
tract for ſome time the execution of thi” - 
Judgment, that otherwiſe was juſt i wi 
the Door. And thus alſo Hezekia/ 4 

chron. humbling himſelf before the Lord, ui 
326. the means to ward off that terrible deiii. 
lating Storm of Sexacherib and his Arn 7 

which ſeem d wholly inevitable. Al bi 

ler us to our Humiliation and Faſti ; * 

add ſerious Repentance and Reformatin any 
tthat it may be evident we are real .“ 
Joel 2. 1a, our external Profeſſions : Wherefore N 

2 1% us turn unto the Lord with all our hear 1 1 
and that with weeping and mourning, i 
faſting, rending our hearts and not i + 
garments. And let us withal, fervent of, j 
and conſtantly implore God's Nen ; 
and Favour, by ſerious Prayer and Sui 7, .- 

Jer. 29. 13. plication : For then ſhall! we ſeek WW. £ 


| Lord fo as to find him, when we fi 
ſearch after him with "all our heat * 7 

Ii 62, 2, Wherefore let us not, in our making n - _ 
tion of the Lord, and praying to him, tl 
oe in the Churches caſe, neither let 
give him any reſt, until he ariſe and, m 
our J er uſalem a praiſe to the earth. 
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on good and gracious Lord God, be. 
Wo /uch 4 Spirit upon this Generation.. 
a: the Terribleneſi of 'thy Wrath and | 
rents, and the Danger of a French 
34 Popiſh Sword , of a Sword both 
eig and Domeſtick , may ſo awaken 
ont of our Lethargick Security and In- - 
lbility, that we may turn again unto 4 1 
ee, and ſeek thy face, until thou make 5. 
„e Light of thy Countenance ſhine upon 
4 an Evidence of our further Del. 
France; that ſo we may be ſet in Safety, '« % 
So” thoſe that defign and ſeek our Ruine, _— 
; = that thus our Zion may be built up, 
5, ai our Jeruſalem made a quiet Habit. 
KLE T for us, in ſpite of all the Deſigns of 5 
even and reſtleſs Enemies. And for this | | 1 
Mc! be thou graciouſly pleaſed to accept | 3 
bis weak Attempt and Eſſay of the | | 
iet of thoſe thou haft counted worthy : 
into the Miniſtration of thy Church; © | ® 
r Leaf (5 70 Zleſs it to thoſe into whoſe bands | 
ay come, that it may be a means to 
them up to the ſerious Practice of * | 7 
Duties of the Day and Time wherein 
live. This, O Lord, as all things £2 1 5 
, is humbly and earneſtly Joy for 
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from thee, u on the account, and far th 
fake of our dear Redeemer the Lord 74 
Chrift. In hopes whereof, to Thee, | 
Him, be aſcribed Praiſe and 600 
Amen. 
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